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Driver Education – 
Larry Morgan Prepares to Take the Wheel 
 

 
MAYOR-ELECT LARRY MORGAN POSES WITH HIS SPLENDID RIDE. 

IF YOU HAVE TAKEN ON A HOUSEHOLD OR GARDEN PROJECT AROUND LOUISVILLE IN THE 

LAST QUARTER CENTURY, CHANCES ARE YOU ENCOUNTERED LARRY MORGAN WORKING AS 

GENERAL MANAGER OF SMITH SHEPHERD CONCRETE OUT ON US HIGHWAY 1.  AFTER 

RUNNING HIS OWN BUSINESS A GOOD WHILE, MR. MORGAN TOOK THE HELM FOR SMITH 

SHEPHERD SOME TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO AND NEVER LOOKED BACK.  “I’VE BEEN HERE A 

LONG TIME,” SAYS THE CITY’S NEW MAYOR-ELECT, “AND I’VE SERVED A LOT OF PEOPLE.” 

INDEED, MR. MORGAN HAS LIVED IN TOWN MORE THAN FORTY YEARS IN A HOUSE OVER NEAR 

THE CITY CEMETERY.  A BOYHOOD TRANSPLANT FROM WASHINGTON COUNTY BY WAY OF 

NORTH AUGUSTA, MR. MORGAN HAS BECOME A FAMILIAR SIGHT DRIVING AROUND LOUISVILLE 

WITH HIS WINDOWS ROLLED DOWN AND HIS ARM EXTENDED IN A WAVE.  THAT, HE SAYS, IS 

ONE OF HIS FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT LOUISVILLE: THE FRIENDLINESS OF SHARED GREETINGS 

WHETHER PASSERSBY ARE STRANGERS OR FAMILIAR FACES. 
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REFLECTING ON THESE ENCOUNTERS, MR. MORGAN DESCRIBES HOW HIS FATHER WALKED 

MORE THAN TWENTY MILES ONE DAY FROM EDGEHILL TO LOUISVILLE AS AN EIGHTEEN YEAR-

OLD SEEKING WORK.    

HE FOUND A JOB AS A BRICK MASON AND CONTINUED IN THAT PROFESSION FOR MANY 

YEARS.  AFTER HIS DAD PASSED, MR. MORGAN FOUND THE MAN WHO HAD BOUGHT THE 

FAMILY’S 1985 CHEVROLET EL CAMINO, A SLEEK BROWN AND GOLD COUPE WITH AN OPEN 

BACK LIKE A PICKUP; AND HE BOUGHT BACK AND RESTORED THE CAR.  MR. MORGAN STILL 

MEANS TO REPLACE PORTIONS OF THE INTERIOR DASH AND TRIM, BUT THE EL CAMINO ITSELF 

IS A JOY TO DRIVE AND KEEPS THE MAYOR ELECT CONNECTED TO HIS FAMILY ROOTS. 

IT IS FROM THIS VANTAGE POINT THAT MR. MORGAN IS NOW TAKING IN THE CITY WITH FRESH 

EYES – RIDING ALONG WITH VARIOUS CITY MANAGERS AND WORKERS TO BETTER 

UNDERSTAND HOW LOUISVILLE OPERATES DAY TO DAY.  “AT THIS POINT, IT’S A MATTER OF 

GETTING TO KNOW WHO DOES WHAT, WHO’S ON WHAT CREW,” HE EXPLAINS.  “I WANT TO 

KNOW EVERYTHING THAT’S GOING ON, FOLLOW EVERYBODY AROUND AND SEE WHAT 

THEY’RE DOING.”  ACCLIMATING THIS WAY, THROUGH DELIBERATE DRIVING EXCURSIONS WITH 

PEOPLE LIKE KEN HILDEBRANDT, WHO HANDLES THE CITY’S GENERAL MAINTENANCE, AND 

THROUGH SIT-DOWN CONVERSATIONS WITH CITY MANAGERS SUCH AS DON RHODES, SHOULD 

HELP MAKE FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION IN THE CITY’S LEADERSHIP, MR. MORGAN SAYS.  “I’VE 

ASKED A LOT OF QUESTIONS AND THEY’VE BEEN FREE WITH THE ANSWERS,” HE ADDS. 

MR. MORGAN IS NOT NEW TO PUBLIC SERVICE.  HAVING SPENT THE LAST FEW YEARS AS 

CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNTY’S PLANNING AND ZONING, HE LIKENS ELEMENTS OF CITY 

MANAGEMENT TO HIS PRIOR RETAIL EXPERIENCE.  “THE CITY’S LIKE ANY OTHER BUSINESS,” 

MR. MORGAN SUGGESTS.  “IT JUST HAS A LOT MORE CUSTOMERS.” 

MR. MORGAN PLANS TO CONTINUE WHAT HE SEES AS STRENGTHS OF LOUISVILLE’S CITY 

GOVERNMENT – FROM SOUND FISCAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATIVE SPENDING TO 

ATTENTION TO THE NEEDS OF CITIZENS AND KEY SERVICES SUCH AS PUBLIC SAFETY.  HE 

ALSO AIMS TO FULLY CAPITALIZE ON RECENT GRANT AWARDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN 

STREETSCAPING, SCHOOL SAFETY, POLICE INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE CITY’S FIRE STATION. 

“ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS I HOPE WE’RE GOING TO DO IS FINISH OUR STREETSCAPE 

DOWNTOWN,” MR. MORGAN OFFERS, “AND IT LOOKS LIKE IN MARCH WE’RE GOING TO BE ABLE 

TO DO THAT.”  ANTICIPATING CONSIDERABLE EFFORT ASSOCIATED WITH THE MOVE TO A NEW 

FIREHOUSE – WHICH WILL ALSO INCORPORATE A NEW CITY HALL AND POLICE DEPARTMENT – 

THE MAYOR ELECT IS NEVERTHELESS EXCITED ABOUT THESE CHANGES.  LOUISVILLE WAS 

ONE OF ONLY TWO GEORGIA CITIES TO EARN A FIREHOUSE GRANT FROM THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT, HE NOTES, AND THE FUNDS AWARDED TO THE CITY’S POLICE DEPARTMENT 

THROUGH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE’S OFFICE OF COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING 
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SERVICES (COPS) WILL BRING THE CITY MODERN TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT FOR 

IMPROVED LAW ENFORCEMENT. 

MR. MORGAN NOTES THE $658,000 COPS GRANT ALONE WILL BRING IN NEW POLICE 

COMPUTER, CAMERA AND RADIO EQUIPMENT, BACK-UP GENERATORS TO ENABLE 

UNINTERRUPTED COMMUNICATIONS IN THE EVENT OF AN OUTAGE (AS OCCURRED WITH THE 

TORNADOS LAST YEAR), LAPTOPS IN SQUAD CARS AND MORE.  “IT BOILS DOWN TO 21ST 

CENTURY EQUIPMENT,” HE SAYS.  “AND THAT’S NOT ALL.  THERE’S ANOTHER GRANT [THE CITY 

WAS RECENTLY AWARDED] WHICH IS FOR THE SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM.  THAT 

ONE INVOLVES LOUISVILLE ACADEMY AND WILL CONSIST OF NEW SIDEWALKS AND GETTING 

SOME OF THE PAVEMENT FIXED THAT’S AROUND THE SCHOOL.”   

ALLUDING TO THE PROGRAM’S OBJECTIVE TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO 

WALK OR BICYCLE TO SCHOOL BY MAKING IT SAFE FOR THEM TO DO SO, MR. MORGAN NOTES 

THESE IMPROVEMENTS WILL AID IN HANDICAPPED ACCESS (AN OBJECTIVE HE WOULD LIKE TO 

SEE REALIZED FOR OTHER PARTS OF THE CITY) AND MORE GENERAL NEIGHBORHOOD 

IMPROVEMENTS.  A WEB-SITE FOR THE SAFE ROUTES GRANTS NOTES THAT THIRTY YEARS 

AGO, SIXTY PERCENT OF CHILDREN LIVING WITHIN A TWO-MILE RADIUS WALKED OR BICYCLED 

TO SCHOOL; TODAY, THAT NUMBER HAS DROPPED TO LESS THAN FIFTEEN PERCENT. 

“THE NEXT FOUR YEARS ARE GOING TO BRING A LOT OF POSITIVE CHANGES TO THE CITY,” MR. 

MORGAN CONCLUDES.  NECESSITIES OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT SUCH AS JOB CREATION, 

ATTRACTING BUSINESS INVESTMENT, SEEING TO THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY’S CITIZENS 

AND PRESERVING THE TOWN’S HISTORIC HERITAGE ARE GOING TO REQUIRE A LOT OF HARD 

WORK AND CAREFUL ATTENTION, HE SAYS.  LOOKING OPTIMISTICALLY TOWARD THE FUTURE 

AND HIS NEW ROLE IN CITY GOVERNMENT, MR. MORGAN ASSERTS, “WE’VE GOT A WONDERFUL 

CITY COUNCIL AND WE’LL DO WHATEVER WE HAVE TO, TO MAKE THE RIGHT DECISIONS THAT 

ARE GOING TO BE BEST FOR THIS TOWN.” 
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The Downtowner’s Image of the Month 
 

 
ODE TO THE GRANGE ROAD – FROSTY FIRST LIGHT HEADING INTO LOUISVILLE.   

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN GALVIN 

For several years now, we have reported the schedule of 
events at Louisville’s The Bistro in this spot.  We were sorry to 
hear that Broad Street would lose this important dining and 
entertainment establishment, and we certainly hope the 
rumors of a new venture in the old Clark Hardware building 
are true.  Time will tell.  Come what may, we want to thank 
Connie Barrow for her years of energy and devotion to an 
effort that brought an important change to Downtown. 
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News from 

The Fire House Gallery    
An Abundant Harvest of Homegrown Art 
Annual Fall Exhibit of the Arts Guild 
November 18-29; Opening Reception, Saturday, Nov. 21, 7-9 p.m. 

 

SHARON SASSER DEMONSTRATES WEAVING TECHNIQUES AT THE GUILD’S OCTOBER 
MEETING. 

ONCE AGAIN, IT’S TIME FOR ONE OF YOUR – AND CERTAINLY ONE OF THE GALLERY’S – 

FAVORITE FALL TRADITIONS – THE ANNUAL FALL EXHIBIT OF THE ARTS GUILD.  THIS EVENT 

ROLLS AROUND EACH YEAR AS RELIABLY AS THE SEASON ITSELF – SO MUCH SO IT’S EASY TO 

FORGET ALL THE YEAR-ROUND EFFORT THAT GOES INTO GETTING IT ALL TOGETHER.  THE 

GUILD HOLDS MEETINGS EVERY MONTH WITH PROGRAMS TAILOR-MADE FOR ITS MEMBERSHIP 

– FOR EXAMPLE, THE DEMONSTRATION OFFERED BY WEAVER SHARON SASSER, WHO IS 

PICTURED ABOVE AT THE GUILD’S OCTOBER MEETING.  OUR FINE LOCAL ARTISTS ARE TOILING 

AWAY LARGELY UNSEEN THROUGH THE MONTHS BETWEEN THE SPRING AND FALL SHOWS. 

THIS YEAR, AS ARTISTS AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY ARE ONCE AGAIN IN THE THROES OF 

PUTTING THE FINAL TOUCHES ON THEIR PRINTS, PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES, AND TEXTILES, 
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KELSEY MCMILLAN GIVES US THE FOLLOWING LOOK INTO THE COLLABORATIVE RELATIONSHIP 

OF LONGTIME GUILD MEMBERS MARY REYNOLDS AND SAM MORGAN.  

MARY BEGAN PAINTING WHEN HER PARENTS GAVE HER AN OIL PAINTING SET AND A BOOK 

ABOUT FAMOUS MASTERPIECES FOR HER TWELFTH BIRTHDAY. ALTHOUGH SHE WAS NEVER 

FORMALLY TRAINED TO BECOME AN ARTIST, SHE HAS TAKEN NUMEROUS CLASSES AND 

WORKSHOPS THROUGHOUT HER LIFE WITH MANY PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS. WHEN 

REMINISCING ON HER ARTISTIC CAREER, MARY SAYS, “IT SEEMS THAT PAINTING IS JUST 

SOMETHING THAT I’VE ALWAYS DONE. I’VE EVEN TRIED TO STOP AT TIMES, BUT IT’S JUST 

SOMETHING I’VE ALWAYS HAD TO DO.”  

ALTHOUGH MARY IS NOT ORIGINALLY FROM GEORGIA, SHE MOVED TO LOUISVILLE WITH HER 

HUSBAND, BOB, ABOUT TEN YEARS AGO. IT IS HERE THAT SHE MET SAM MORGAN, A LOCAL 

LOUISVILLE ARTIST WHO IS WELL KNOWN FOR HIS EYE-CATCHING WATERCOLORS AND 

DRAWINGS. AS SAM DESCRIBES IT, “I STARTED OUT DOING A LOT OF DRAWINGS WITH 

PENCILS, PENS, AND CHARCOAL, AND IN 1995 I TOOK WATERCOLOR LESSONS WITH JIM 

GENSHEER.”  IT WAS THROUGH THESE LESSONS THAT SAM DISCOVERED HIS LOVE FOR THE 

TRANSPARENT PAINT, AND BEGAN TO PRACTICE REGULARLY.    

BOTH MARY AND SAM SOON BECAME CLOSE FRIENDS, AND REMAIN JUST AS CLOSE TODAY. 

AS THEY BOTH PUT IT SO ELOQUENTLY, “WE ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER,” BOTH IN PAINTING, 

AND IN LIFE.  

THIS HOLDS ESPECIALLY TRUE FOR THE PAST COUPLE OF MONTHS BECAUSE SAM HAS 

DECIDED TO STEP OUT OF HIS COMFORT ZONE AND TRY SOMETHING HE HAS NEVER 

ATTEMPTED BEFORE – OIL PAINTING. HE WAS INITIALLY INSPIRED TO SWITCH FROM 

WATERCOLOR TO OIL PAINT AFTER HE RECEIVED A GENEROUS GIFT OF OIL PAINT BRUSHES 

ABOUT SIX MONTHS AGO. WITH THE OTHER ESSENTIAL OIL PAINTING MATERIALS EASILY 

ACCESSIBLE TO HIM, MARY ENCOURAGED SAM TO COME BY HER STUDIO AND PRACTICE 

PAINTING WITH OIL PAINT WHILE SHE WORKED ON HER OWN ARTWORK. “I’M NOT TEACHING 

HIM,” MARY SAYS, “HE EXPERIMENTS ON HIS OWN. I JUST MAKE SURE HE DOESN’T PICK UP 

ANY BAD HABITS.” SAM CONFIRMS MARY’S STATEMENT, AND ADDS, “I PICK UP ON A LOT OF 

HER TECHNIQUES WHEN I STUDY THE PAINTINGS THAT SHE’S DONE, OR WATCH HER DO A 

PAINTING.” 

ALTHOUGH SAM ADMITS HE WAS NERVOUS DURING HIS FIRST SESSION WITH MARY BECAUSE 

HE “DIDN’T HAVE A CLUE” HOW TO PAINT WITH OILS, SINCE THEN HE HAS PICKED UP SEVERAL 

TECHNIQUES WITH THE HELP OF MARY, AND HAS BEGUN TO REALLY ENJOY THE NEW MEDIUM. 

“I’M REALLY ENJOYING THE OIL PAINTING!” SAYS SAM. “CERTAINLY, IT’S A WHOLE DIFFERENT 

WORLD THAN WATERCOLOR. IT’S A CHALLENGE FOR ME, BUT I’M ENJOYING IT.” WHEN ASKED 

IF THERE IS ANYTHING HE DIDN’T LIKE ABOUT IT, HE QUICKLY ADDS, “THE CLEANING UP BIT 
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AFTERWARDS. I’M USED TO WATERCOLORS WHERE ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS RINSE OUT YOUR 

BRUSHES AND THAT’S IT, BUT WITH OIL YOU HAVE TO TAKE A FEW MORE STEPS.”  

TOGETHER, BOTH MARY AND SAM HAVE BEEN WORKING LONG HOURS THE PAST COUPLE OF 

MONTHS TO PRODUCE SOME NEW AND EXCITING PAINTINGS. FOR MARY, IT’S BEEN EXCITING 

TO WATCH HER CLOSE FRIEND REALLY PROGRESS WITH HIS PAINTING TECHNIQUES OVER 

THE COURSE OF TWO MONTHS.  AS FOR SAM, “SHE’S BEEN A HUGE INSPIRATION TO ME,” HE 

SAYS. “SHE HELPED ME TO UNDERSTAND THAT EVERY ARTIST GOES THROUGH PHASES OF 

PAINTING, BOTH GOOD AND BAD, AND WITHOUT HER I DON’T THINK I WOULD HAVE CONTINUED 

PAINTING AS MUCH.”  

BOTH MARY AND SAM, ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHER JEFFERSON COUNTY ARTISTS WILL 

EXHIBIT THEIR MOST RECENT CREATIONS AT THE ARTS GUILD EXHIBIT STARTING NOVEMBER 

18TH AT THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY. 

Art … Memory … Honor –  

Students Mark Veterans Day with a 
Trip to “An Artist’s Response to War” 
“AND SOME THERE BE, WHICH HAVE NO MEMORIAL; WHO ARE PERISHED, AS THOUGH THEY 

HAD NEVER BEEN; AND ARE BECOME AS THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER BEEN BORN; AND THEIR 

CHILDREN AFTER THEM.” 

WHEN WE THINK ABOUT ART, AND TEACH OUR YOUNG PEOPLE ABOUT IT, WE OFTEN 

OVERLOOK ITS IRREPLACEABLE VALUE IN COMMEMORATION.  THIS NOVEMBER, THE MONTH IN 

WHICH WE HONOR OUR WAR VETERANS – AND ESPECIALLY AFTER THE TERRIBLE MASSACRE 

AT FORT HOOD – WE FELT IT APT TO GIVE CHILDREN THE CHANCE TO EXPLORE THE ROLE OF 

ART IN FRAMING THE COLLECTIVE MEMORY OF TOLL – MILITARY AND CIVILIAN – THAT WAR 

EXACTS.  

ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, THE FIFTH GRADERS OF LOUISVILLE ACADEMY VISITED THE FIRE 

HOUSE GALLERY AS PART OF THE ONGOING GALLERY DAYS PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 

GALLERY AND LOUISVILLE ACADEMY, TO HAVE THEIR FIRST TASTE OF ART AS A WITNESS OF 

SACRIFICE.   

SAYS THE GALLERY’S INTERN MANAGER, “THE KIDS’ FAVORITE WAS CIS ROSSEY’S WAR 

MEMORIAL.  THEY WERE CAPTIVATED BY THE SHEER NUMBER OF PRINTED FIGURES.  IT 

DEFINITELY HELPED THEM TO GRASP WHAT AN ENORMOUS LOSS OF LIFE THE WAR HAS 

CAUSED.” 
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LOUISVILLE ACADEMY FIFTH GRADERS EXPERIENCE CIS ROSSEY’S MONUMENTAL WORK  
WAR MEMORIAL                           

 

DAY IN, DAY OUT, THE GALLERY DAYS PROGRAM IS TEACHING LOUISVILLE CHILDREN A 

LESSON THAT MANY KIDS DO NOT LEARN TILL MUCH LATER IN LIFE, IF AT ALL – THAT ART IS 

NOT THE TRIVIAL BUSINESS OF DECORATION – IT IS AN ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR EXTRACTING 

MEANING FROM EXPERIENCE. 

     

FIFTH GRADERS PONDER CAPRICES OF AGGRESSION FROM REMBRANDT TO GOYA 
 TO US, BY NELIDA OTERO FLATOW AND CYNTHIA ALDRICH’S IRONIC SCULPTURE THE WAR 

CABINET. 
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Don’t Look Now – 
Sneak Preview of December in The Fire House 
Gallery! 

 
RECOGNIZE THIS GENTLEMAN?  THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY WILL BE SHOWING THE WORK OF 

RENOWNED PAINTER PHILIP MORSBERGER AND THE ACCLAIMED SCULPTURE OF HIS 

LIFELONG ACQUAINTANCE ANITA HUFFINGTON IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY.  READ MORE IN 

THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF THE DOWNTOWNER AND MEANWHILE STAY TUNED TO THE 

GALLERY’S FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UPDATES! 

 

 


