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Tish Easterlin 

Teaching English as a Tool to Engage the World 
LEADING VOICES – THIS INTERVIEW WITH TISH EASTERLIN IS THE THIRD  IN A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS FEATURING 
PUBLIC FIGURES IN LOUISVILLE AND JEFFERSON COUNTY WHOSE CAREERS, DAY IN AND DAY OUT, SHAPE THE LIFE 
OF OUR COMMUNITY. 

Q:  LAST MONTH ON A VISIT TO ATHENS, I 

SAT DOWN FOR A CUP OF COFFEE WITH 

CERVANTES LEWIS, A FORMER STUDENT 

OF YOURS.  AS YOU KNOW, CERVANTES 

WORKED FOR US IN THE GALLERY LAST 

SUMMER BEFORE MATRICULATING AT 

UGA, HELPING TO ACCLIMATE OUR NEW 

GALLERY INTERN, DAN REKSHAN, TO 

JEFFERSON COUNTY.  I FOUND 

CERVANTES TO BE A SPLENDID YOUNG 

MAN, A FINE WRITER FOR HIS AGE, AND A 

SOLID YOUNG THINKER.  WHEN WE SPOKE IN ATHENS, I ASKED CERVANTES WHICH 

TEACHERS AT JEFFERSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL HAD MOST INFLUENCED HIM.  

WITHOUT HESITATION HE RESPONDED, "MRS. EASTERLIN."  WHEN I ASKED HIM 

WHY, HE GAVE WHAT TO ME WAS A REMARKABLE ANSWER.  HE SAID, "BECAUSE 

WHEN I BEGAN IN HER CLASS I DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO WRITE, BUT MRS. EASTERLIN 

TAUGHT ME THAT WRITING IS LOGICAL, AND THAT MADE SENSE TO ME.  SHE 

TAUGHT ME HOW TO WRITE."  TELL US WHAT IT MEANS TO YOU TO TEACH A 

YOUNG PERSON TO WRITE.  

A:  FIRST, LET ME AGREE WITH YOU. CERVANTES IS A REMARKABLE YOUNG MAN – 

AND SUCH A GREAT LITERARY NAME!  BUT TO YOUR QUESTION, I HAVE FOUND 

OVER 20 YEARS OF TEACHING THAT STUDENTS RARELY LACK IDEAS. WHAT THEY 

LACK IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF HOW TO EXPRESS THOSE IDEAS CLEARLY AND 

PRECISELY.  ALL TOO FREQUENTLY THEIR IDEAS ARE A SHAPELESS CLOUD OF 
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THOUGHT THAT LACKS POWER BECAUSE IT LACKS DEFINITION AND STRUCTURE.  

SHOWING STUDENTS HOW TO WRITE IS LITERALLY GIVING THEM VOICE, ALLOWING 

THEM TO BE HEARD, AND EMPOWERING THEM.  I DON’T THINK IT GETS MUCH 

MORE EXCITING THAN THAT.  THINK HOW MUCH OUR SOCIETY RECOGNIZES AND 

ADMIRES OUR GREAT WRITERS AND ORATORS:  EVERYONE FROM FRANKLIN AND 

LINCOLN TO HEMINGWAY AND TWAIN.  I ALWAYS SHARE THIS QUOTE WITH MY 

STUDENTS.  "THE LIMITS OF MY LANGUAGE," WROTE THE PHILOSOPHER LUDWIG 

WITTGENSTEIN, "ARE THE LIMITS OF MY MIND. ALL I KNOW IS WHAT I HAVE WORDS 

FOR. . . OF WHAT WE CANNOT SPEAK, WE MUST BE SILENT."  TEACHING STUDENTS 

TO WRITE, TO ARTICULATE THEIR THOUGHTS IS TO EXPAND THEIR ABILITY TO 

ENGAGE THE WORLD. 

Q:  HOW DID YOU DECIDE TO BECOME A TEACHER?  

A:  BY DEFAULT, REALLY.  WHEN BILL AND I DECIDED TO MOVE BACK TO 

JEFFERSON COUNTY FROM HOUSTON, TEXAS, I WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF A 

DOCTORAL PROGRAM AT RICE UNIVERSITY IN COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY.  FROM 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, I WAS ABLE TO TURN MY EXISTING RESEARCH INTO A 

MASTER’S THESIS.  HOWEVER, THERE WAS NOT A GREAT DEAL OF WORK FOR A 

RESEARCH PSYCHOLOGIST HERE IN JC.  I GAVE A LOT OF THOUGHT TO HOW I 

COULD USE THE KNOWLEDGE I’D GAINED IN GRADUATE SCHOOL HERE IN 

JEFFERSON COUNTY AND TWO THINGS STRUCK ME. FIRST, THE STUDY OF 

PSYCHOLOGY IS THE STUDY OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR – AND SO IS LITERATURE.  

THEIR METHODS ARE DIFFERENT; THE APPROACH IS DIFFERENT, BUT AT THE 

HEART OF BOTH IS THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE IN ALL ITS WONDERFUL, TERRIFYING 

COMPLEXITY.  SECOND, COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY IS THE STUDY OF HUMAN 

COGNITION OR THINKING AND I’D LEARNED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT HOW THE 

HUMAN MIND ACQUIRES INFORMATION – CERTAINLY THE CONCERN OF 

EDUCATORS.  SO, ENTERING THE TEACHING PROFESSION IN THE AREA OF 

LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE SEEMED A NATURAL FIT.  AND IT HAS BEEN.  I LOVE 

TEACHING LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE TO YOUNG ADULTS WHO ARE RIGHT ON 

THE CUSP OF ADULTHOOD. 

Q:  I UNDERSTAND THAT THOUGH YOU HAVE BEEN A TEACHER IN JEFFERSON 

COUNTY MOST OF YOUR ADULT LIFE, YOU ACTUALLY GREW UP, AS I DID, IN THE 
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SUBURBS OF WASHINGTON, DC.  TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR TRANSITION 

FROM YOUTH IN THE SUBURBS OF A MAJOR METROPOLITAN AREA TO ADULT LIFE 

AS A TEACHER OF ENGLISH IN RURAL JEFFERSON COUNTY.  

A:  IF EITHER MY HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE FRIENDS HAD GONE LOOKING FOR 

“THE MOST LIKELY TO LIVE IN RURAL OR SMALL TOWN AMERICA,” I’D HAVE BEEN 

ON THE BOTTOM OF THE LIST.  I AM A TRUE SUBURBAN GIRL HAVING GROWN UP IN 

THE SUBURBS AND MALLS OF PHILLY, WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, AND THEN, FOR 

THE MAJORITY OF MY CHILDHOOD, WASHINGTON, D. C.  THOUGH MY FAMILY 

TRAVELED VERY LITTLE AND VACATIONS WERE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN, MY 

PARENTS MADE SURE WE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF EVERY NEARBY OPPORTUNITY:  

MUSEUMS, MONUMENTS, ART GALLERIES, GOOD RESTAURANTS, PICNICS AT 

NEARBY NATIONAL PARKS, FAIRS, FESTIVALS, FARMERS’ MARKETS, YOU NAME IT.  

I LOVED IT.  MY MOTHER HAD A KNACK FOR FINDING GREAT THINGS TO DO THAT 

DIDN’T COST A LOT OF MONEY.   THERE WERE, AFTER ALL, SEVEN OF US, 5 

CHILDREN AND MY PARENTS.  ATLANTA, WHERE I ATTENDED COLLEGE WAS MORE 

OF THE SAME: MY FRIENDS AND I FINDING WONDERFUL THINGS TO DO THAT 

DIDN’T COST A LOT OF MONEY!  AND IT WASN’T DIFFICULT TO DO IN A MAJOR 

METROPOLITAN CENTER.  THEN I MET BILL IN ATLANTA, WE MARRIED AND MOVED 

TO HOUSTON. AGAIN, NOT A LOT OF MONEY, BUT WE FOUND LOTS TO DO.  THEN 

WE MOVED TO LOUISVILLE, AND I HAVE TO ADMIT, I FELT A BIT LIKE A FISH OUT OF 

WATER.  I HAD TO LEARN TO SEE WITH NEW EYES AND FIND WHAT JEFFERSON 

COUNTY HAD TO OFFER.  IT TOOK ME A WHILE, BUT BILL AND HIS FAMILY, IN FACT 

ALMOST EVERYONE I MET, WERE SO ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT LIFE IN JEFFERSON 

COUNTY THAT I COULDN’T HELP BUT CATCH THE FEVER.  I STILL MISS THE 

“TRAPPINGS” OF CITY LIFE, BUT OTHER THINGS ARE MORE IMPORTANT TO ME 

NOW: HAVING EVERYONE IN TOWN KNOW AND LOOK OUT FOR MY CHILDREN, THE 

MIX OF AGES AND OCCUPATIONS IN SOCIAL GROUPS, THE PROXIMITY OF 

EVERYTHING YOU COULD EVER REALLY NEED, THE IMPORTANCE OF 

STORYTELLING AND FAMILY HISTORY, THE CLOSE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE 

PEOPLE AND THE LAND AND WATER.  ONE OF MY FONDEST EARLY MEMORIES OF 

LIFE IN JEFFERSON COUNTY IS RIDING AROUND THE COUNTY WITH BILL (WHEN WE 

WEREN’T QUITE SO WORRIED ABOUT THE COST OF GAS) WHILE HE QUIZZED ME 



VOLUME 4, ISSUE 9                                                                                                                         PAGE 4 

ON CROPS.  IS THAT WHEAT, RYE, OR OATS?  IS THAT NEW PLANT COTTON OR SOY 

BEANS?  LOVELY MEMORY! 

Q:  I HAVE ALWAYS ADMIRED THE TALENT THAT GOOD ENGLISH TEACHERS HAVE 

FOR WEAVING THE COMPLEX TRADITIONS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE INTO THE LIFE 

AND WORK OF YOUNG STUDENTS, WHO MUST FIND THAT TRADITION, WITH ALL ITS 

CONVENTIONS AND FORMALITY, VERY FOREIGN.  HOW DO YOU TO BRING ENGLISH 

CLASSICS TO LIFE IN THE CLASSROOM?  

A:  STUDENTS NEED TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE NO NEW EMOTIONS, NO 

NEW FEELINGS.  HUMANS IN THE 21ST CENTURY SHARE THE SAME MOTIVATIONS 

AND EMOTIONAL LIFE OF PEOPLE REPRESENTED IN THE WORKS OF CHAUCER, 

SHAKESPEARE, THE ENGLISH BALLADEERS, HARDY, AUSTEN, HAWTHORNE, 

DUNBAR, TWAIN, HEMINGWAY, FAULKNER, MORRISON, EVERY WRITER WHOSE 

WORKS CAPTURE SOME ASPECT OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.  WHAT’S NEW 

ABOUT LOVE, ENVY, GREED, SELF-FULFILLMENT, PRIDE, SACRIFICE, INTEGRITY, 

ANGER, CONFUSION, BETRAYAL, SPIRITUALITY?  AND AREN’T WE ALL MOTIVATED 

BY THE SAME PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL NEEDS?  THAT 

IS WHAT STUDENTS NEED TO SEE – AND WHEN THEY SEE THAT, THEY ARE MORE 

OPEN TO TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE WORK DESPITE APPARENT DIFFICULTIES 

OF LANGUAGE OR STRUCTURE.  THE OTHER THING TO HELP STUDENTS SEE IS 

THAT THE FORMALITY AND TRADITIONS OF LITERATURE ARE NOT MUCH 

DIFFERENT FROM THOSE IN A GREAT GAME OF CHESS OR FOOTBALL.  STUDENTS 

UNDERSTAND THAT GAMES HAVE RULES AND PERFORMING AT A HIGH LEVEL 

WHILE FOLLOWING THOSE RULES IS THE CHALLENGE.  IF I WRITE A SONNET, I 

HAVE TO EXPRESS A STRONG EMOTION IN 14 LINES, 10 SYLLABLES PER LINE.   IF I 

GIVE A SPEECH, I NEED TO USE THE STRATEGIES AVAILABLE TO ME; I NEED TO 

KNOW MY AUDIENCE, AND GET THE POINT ACROSS BEFORE I LOSE THEIR 

ATTENTION.  LINCOLN KNEW IT.  LOOK AT THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS.  THE TRICK, 

OF COURSE, IS IN UNDERSTANDING THAT YOU CAN’T REALLY APPRECIATE THE 

GAME UNLESS YOU KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON AS THEY PLAY.  HELP STUDENTS 

UNDERSTAND THOSE TWO THINGS AND THEY CAN BE DRAWN INTO THE 

CONVERSATION THE SAME WAY THEY CAN BE DRAWN INTO A CONVERSATION 

ABOUT A BEAUTIFULLY PLAYED PIECE OF MUSIC OR AN EXCEPTIONAL ATHLETIC 

PERFORMANCE.  
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Q:  WHAT ARE THE TEXTS YOU MOST ENJOY PRESENTING TO YOUR STUDENTS, 

AND WHAT ARE THE TEXTS THEY FIND MOST CHALLENGING? 

A:  PERENNIAL FAVORITES WOULD HAVE TO INCLUDE CHAUCER’S CANTERBURY 

TALES.  HE WAS A MASTER OF CHARACTERIZATION, OF SATIRE, OF IRONY.  HE 

COULD SAY SO MUCH IN SUCH LITTLE SPACE – AND HE COULD BE QUITE BAWDY. 

HE’S REALLY QUITE FUN TO READ AND STUDENTS COME TO SEE SOME FAIRLY 

FAMILIAR FACES IN THOSE CANTERBURY PILGRIMS.  I REALLY ENJOY PRESENTING 

THE SHORT FICTION OF JAMES JOYCE, TILLIE OLSEN, FLANNERY O’CONNOR, KATE 

CHOPIN, ALICE WALKER.  THEIR STORIES DEAL WITH THEMES QUITE ACCESSIBLE 

TO MY STUDENTS.   I LOVE THE POETRY OF JOHN DONNE WHO COULD BE BOTH 

WICKEDLY WITTY AND SPIRITUALLY MOVING, BUT STUDENTS FIND HIS POETRY 

FAIRLY TOUGH GOING.  THE LOVELY THING ABOUT TEACHING SURVEY COURSES IS 

THAT THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE. RIGHT NOW, WE’RE READING A 

STUNNING LITTLE NOVEL BY THE NIGERIAN WRITER CHINUA ACHEBE, THINGS FALL 

APART – THE TITLE OF WHICH COMES FROM A LINE IN YEATS’ (THE IRISH POET) 

POEM THE SECOND COMING.    I DO ENJOY PRESENTING TEXTS THAT PUSH THEM 

A BIT AND GIVE THEM THINGS TO THINK ABOUT THAT PERHAPS THEY HAVEN’T 

BEEN ASKED TO THINK ABOUT YET, AT LEAST NOT FORMALLY.  

Q:  IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IN THE RURAL SETTING – PARTICULARLY IN THE SOUTH, 

WHERE CONSERVATIVE SOCIAL AND FUNDAMENTALIST RELIGIOUS VALUES OFTEN 

PREVAIL – IT MUST BE SOMETHING OF A CHALLENGE TO OPEN YOUNG MINDS TO A 

LITERARY TRADITION AT ODDS WITH THE VALUES TAUGHT IN THEIR HOMES AND 

CHURCHES.  HOW DOES THIS TENSION SHAPE YOUR APPROACH TO TEACHING?   

A:  I’M NOT SURE WHAT YOU MEAN BY “A LITERARY TRADITION AT ODDS” BUT I DO 

BELIEVE THAT LITERATURE, ESPECIALLY THAT WHICH HAS STOOD THE TEST OF 

TIME AND CHANGING CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS, DEMANDS A RESPONSE FROM 

READERS, AND IN RESPONDING, THE READER MAY FIND HIMSELF QUESTIONING 

OR AT LEAST ARTICULATING WHAT HE BELIEVES TO BE TRUE AND GOOD AND 

MORAL AND AESTHETIC.  BUT SOME PEOPLE FIND THAT A BIT SCARY.  MY ROLE AS 

THE TEACHER IS NOT, OF COURSE, TO TELL THEM WHAT TO THINK OR BELIEVE.  

MY ROLE IS TO HELP THEM FIND MEANING IN THE TEXT, SO THAT THEY, MY 

STUDENTS, CAN EVALUATE IT FOR THEMSELVES.  THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO SAY, 
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“OKAY, I HEAR WHAT HE’S SAYING, BUT I JUST DON’T BUY IT. I DON’T AGREE WITH 

THE VALUES THIS STORY OR NOVEL OR POEM OR ESSAY SEEMS TO ENDORSE.”  

SO, STUDENTS NEED TO READ BOTH RUPERT BROOKE’S “THE SOLDIER” AND 

WILFRED OWENS’ “DULCE ET DECORUM EST,” ONE THAT GLORIFIES DYING FOR 

ONE’S COUNTRY, THE OTHER THAT CHALLENGES IT AS “THAT OLD LIE.”  HAVING 

SAID THAT, I AM CAREFUL IN MY TEXT SELECTION.  I NEVER WANT MY STUDENTS 

TO FEEL I HAVE SELECTED TEXTS BECAUSE I HAVE AN AGENDA BEYOND THAT 

STIPULATED BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA OR THE COLLEGE BOARD (WHO 

APPROVES MY ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES), AND SO I STRIVE FOR 

BALANCE.  THAT’S NOT TERRIBLY DIFFICULT TO DO – AND STILL BE ABLE TO 

PRESENT A FULL, RICH EXPOSURE TO ENGLISH LITERATURE.   

Q:  I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE A ROMAN CATHOLIC.  I HAVE THE UTMOST 

RESPECT FOR THAT FAITH, NOT LEAST BECAUSE OF ITS COMMITMENT TO 

ORTHODOXY, WHICH I UNDERSTAND TO BE THE DISCIPLINED APPLICATION OF THE 

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS TO EVERYDAY MODERN LIFE.  THIS SEEMS 

A FITTING FRAME OF REFERENCE FOR A TEACHER OF ENGLISH LITERATURE.  DO 

YOU FEEL YOUR FAITH SERVES TO ANIMATE YOUR PROFESSIONAL MISSION?  

A:  CERTAINLY IT DOES.  THE MISSION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IS A GREAT AND 

NOBLE ENDEAVOR: TO PROVIDE ALL OUR YOUTH WITH THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A 

FREE AND APPROPRIATE EDUCATION THAT PREPARES THEM TO PARTICIPATE 

FULLY IN OUR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.  I FIND THAT MY CATHOLIC BELIEFS AND 

TRADITIONS, EVERYTHING FROM SOCIAL JUSTICE TO CHRISTIAN CHARITY, 

STRENGTHEN MY ABILITY TO UPHOLD THAT MISSION.  

Q:  AS A BUSINESSPERSON FREQUENTLY DISAPPOINTED BY THE OFTEN ABJECT 

WRITING SKILLS OF NEW COLLEGE GRADUATES, I'M CURIOUS TO KNOW YOUR 

THOUGHTS ABOUT THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE STUDY OF LITERATURE AND 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPETENT WRITING SKILLS.  

A:  PEOPLE DEVELOPING NEW SKILLS OF ANY SORT NEED MODELS.  LITERATURE 

PROVIDES THOSE MODELS.  WHEN WE READ, JUST AS WHEN WE LISTEN, WE 

PATTERN OUR OWN WRITING, OUR OWN SPEECH, AFTER THOSE WE READ OR 

HEAR.  I THINK THERE IS A HUGE CONNECTION BETWEEN READING AND WRITTEN 

EXPRESSION.  THE DEVELOPING WRITER SHOULD STUDY – AND ADMIRE – 
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BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED SENTENCES.  I’M READING THIS GREAT BOOK, READING 

LIKE A WRITER BY FRANCINE PROSE (NO KIDDING!). IN IT, SHE WRITES, “LIKE MOST 

– MAYBE ALL – WRITERS, I LEARNED TO WRITE BY WRITING AND, BY EXAMPLE, BY 

READING BOOKS.”  SHE ADDS THAT LEARNING TO WRITE THIS WAY “INVOLVES A 

KIND OF OSMOSIS.”  I AGREE; I DON’T THINK ONE NEEDS TO BE EVEN TERRIBLY 

CONSCIOUS OF IT.   

Q:  TEN YEARS AGO, BEFORE EMAIL AND INSTANT MESSAGING STOLE THE 

COMMUNICATION SHOW, WE HEARD MUCH LAMENT ABOUT TELEVISION AND 

TELEPHONE LURING OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH AWAY FROM THE WRITTEN 

WORD.  NOWADAYS A FAIR AMOUNT OF CRITICISM IS LEVELED AT EMAIL AND 

INSTANT MESSAGING FOR UNDERMINING GRAMMAR AND DICTION.  HOW DO YOU 

SEE THESE COMMUNICATION MEDIA IMPACTING YOUR STUDENTS? 

A:  YOU KNOW, I HAVE ALWAYS APPROACHED THE TEACHING – AND LEARNING – 

OF ENGLISH FROM A MULTILINGUAL PERSPECTIVE.  WE ALL SPEAK VARIOUS 

FORMS OF ENGLISH.  MOTHERS SPEAK ONE VERSION WITH THEIR INFANTS AND 

SMALL CHILDREN; WE SPEAK ONE FORM OF OUR LANGUAGE TO OUR BUSINESS 

PARTNERS AND ANOTHER TO OUR LOVED ONES.  MY CHILDREN SPEAK ONE WAY 

TO ME AND ANOTHER TO THEIR FRIENDS.  MIDWESTERNERS SPEAK ONE WAY; 

SOUTHERNERS ANOTHER.  VOCABULARY AND INTONATION SHIFTS; SENTENCE 

STRUCTURE ALTERS.  BUT ANY LANGUAGE WE SPEAK OR WANT TO SPEAK TAKES 

PRACTICE.  IF THE ONLY THING I PRACTICE IS THE SHORTHAND OF TEXT 

MESSAGING OR EMAILING, I WILL LOSE MY ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE IN 

STANDARD AMERICAN ENGLISH, WHICH IT IS MY JOB TO TEACH.  I TEACH THE 

CONVENTIONS, WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE AND FRANKLY, UNDERSTOOD, IN THE VAST 

MAJORITY OF OUR SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND 

NETWORKS.  THAT’S WHAT WE PRACTICE IN THE CLASSROOM.  I CAN’T CHANGE 

THE DIRECTION THAT TECHNOLOGY IS TAKING THE LANGUAGE, BUT I CAN HELP 

MAKE SURE THAT STUDENTS PRACTICE AND MASTER CONVENTIONAL ENGLISH SO 

THAT THEY HAVE THAT TOOL WHEN THEY NEED IT.   JAMES BALDWIN BELIEVES 

THAT TO SPEAK IS TO REVEAL YOUR IDENTITY.  HE’S RIGHT, OF COURSE, BUT HOW 

WONDERFUL – AND HOW USEFUL – IT IS TO HAVE A RANGE OF LANGUAGES AT 

YOUR COMMAND! 
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Q:  IN BUSINESS, WE HAVE A RATHER PAT SAYING -- "IF YOU CAN'T MEASURE IT, 

YOU CAN'T MANAGE IT."  I KNOW THAT FOR THE PAST TWO PRESIDENTIAL TERMS, 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS IN AMERICA HAVE LABORED UNDER THE MANDATES OF 

THE "NO SCHOOL LEFT BEHIND" PROGRAM.  TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT THE 

IMPACT OF "NO SCHOOL LEFT BEHIND" ON YOUR WORK.  

A:  IMPACT?  THE IMPACT HAS BEEN HUGE, LARGELY BECAUSE WE ARE JUDGED IN 

THE MEDIA, AND THUS BY THE PUBLIC, BY OUR ABILITY TO DEMONSTRATE 

ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS, WHICH IS ONE MEASURE OF OUR SUCCESS BUT 

FAR FROM THE ENTIRE PICTURE.  SO, WE NEED TO RESPOND TO THOSE 

MANDATES, AND THERE IS SOME GOOD IN THEM CERTAINLY, BUT THERE’S 

NOTHING WE’RE DOING FOR CHILDREN THAT WE WERE NOT ALREADY WORKING 

HARD TO ACCOMPLISH: HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL CHILDREN, PERSONALIZED 

INSTRUCTION, A RIGOROUS AND RELEVANT CURRICULUM, TO NAME A FEW.  NCLB 

HAS PUT THE PRESSURE ON, NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, BUT AS AN EDUCATOR, I NEED 

TO TAKE A LARGER VIEW, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THAT VERY FEW, IF ANY SCHOOLS, 

WILL BE MAKING AYP BY 2014, THE YEAR THAT 100% OF OUR STUDENTS ARE 

EXPECTED TO PASS OUR STATE TESTS ON THE FIRST ATTEMPT.  WE NEED TO 

ASSESS OUR STUDENTS’ PROGRESS ON THE STANDARDS FREQUENTLY, BUT WE 

DO NOT NEED TO LIMIT OUR CONCERNS TO THEIR PERFORMANCE ON THESE 

TESTS OR TEST THEM TO DEATH IN THE NAME OF AYP.   

Q:  AS MOST OF OUR READERS KNOW -- CERTAINLY THE TEACHERS AND 

STUDENTS AMONG THEM -- SEVERAL YEARS AGO AN ESSAY WRITING COMPONENT 

WAS ADDED TO THE SATS.  DO YOU BELIEVE THAT IT IS POSSIBLE -- OR DESIRABLE 

-- TO TRY TO STANDARDIZE THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENTS' WRITING SKILLS AS 

PART OF THEIR COLLEGE APTITUDE TESTING?  

A:  I READ RECENTLY THAT THE EARLY ANALYSIS OF THE WRITTEN PORTION OF 

THE SAT IS SHOWING THAT IT IS A BETTER PREDICTOR OF SUCCESS IN THE FIRST 

TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE THAN EITHER OF THE OTHER TWO PORTIONS, THE 

VERBAL OR MATHEMATICAL.  IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE IF THESE EARLY 

RESULTS ARE SUBSTANTIATED.  THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS COLLEGES AND 

UNIVERSITIES REALLY WANT TO KNOW HOW WELL STUDENTS CAN EXPRESS THEIR 

IDEAS IN WRITTEN FORMAT.  UNFORTUNATELY, GRADES, EVEN HIGH GRADES, 
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DON’T NECESSARILY REFLECT THAT ABILITY, NOR DO THE VERBAL OR 

MATHEMATICAL PORTIONS OF THE SAT.  AND PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING ARE 

EVERYWHERE.  I HAVE READ ARTICLE AFTER ARTICLE ABOUT STUDENTS WHO 

HAVE NEVER WRITTEN THEIR OWN PAPERS.  THEY’VE EITHER HAD SOMEONE ELSE 

WRITE THEM OR PURCHASED THEM ONLINE OR LIFTED THEM FROM ANOTHER 

SOURCE.  EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ARE TRYING TO COMBAT THAT WITH MORE 

IN-CLASS COMPOSITIONS AND WEBSITES LIKE TURNITIN.COM.  BUT TO RETURN TO 

YOUR ORIGINAL QUESTION, YES, I THINK IT IS GENERALLY POSSIBLE TO 

STANDARDIZE THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT WRITING.  EFFECTIVE WRITING HAS 

CERTAIN CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE CHARACTERISTICS: PRECISE DICTION, LOGICAL 

ORGANIZATION, CLEAR FOCUS. BUT THERE WILL ALWAYS BE THAT SUBJECTIVE 

ASPECT THAT IS FOUND IN A WRITER’S VOICE, CREATIVITY, ORIGINALITY.  WE 

PROBABLY DO THE MOST DISTINCTIVE, ORIGINAL WRITERS A DISSERVICE BY 

SUBMITTING THEM TO OUR STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT. BUT THEY WILL RISE TO 

THE TOP; IT’S HARD TO KEEP THE INNOVATORS DOWN!   

Q:  TO ME ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESSIVE THINGS ABOUT LIFE IN JEFFERSON 

COUNTY IS THE EXTRAORDINARY COMMUNITY COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC 

EDUCATION.  THIS COMMITMENT HAS RECENTLY BEEN HIGHLIGHTED BY THE 

SELECTION OF JCHS PRINCIPAL MOLLY HOWARD AS NATIONAL PRINCIPAL OF THE 

YEAR.  HOW HAS THE NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT ON DR. HOWARD AFFECTED LIFE FOR 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS AT JCHS?  

A:  OH, WELL, IT’S BEEN EXCITING – AND CONFIRMING.  AS I’VE SAID BEFORE, 

TEACHERS LIVE A RATHER ISOLATED EXISTENCE.  COMMUNICATING WITH 

EDUCATORS IN OTHER SCHOOLS, IN OTHER STATES, IS LIMITED TO THE 

INFREQUENT WORKSHOP OR CONVENTION OR ONLINE LISTSERVE.  DR. HOWARD’S 

RECOGNITION HAS TRULY CONFIRMED FOR US THAT WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING 

FOR THE PAST 13 YEARS AT JEFFERSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL IS AS GOOD AS 

WE BELIEVED.  FROM THE INSIDE, WE TEND TO SEE THE ½ OR ¼ OF THE GLASS 

THAT’S NOT YET FULL – BECAUSE WE WANT IT FULL – BUT VIEWERS FROM THE 

OUTSIDE REMIND US OF THE GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT THAT GLASS 

REPRESENTS, AND THAT WE’RE HEADED IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.  THE 

STUDENTS WHO HAVE ALWAYS LOVED AND RESPECTED DR. HOWARD HAVE 

THOROUGHLY ENJOYED THIS, AND THIS RECOGNITION HAS CONFIRMED FOR THEM 
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THAT WE’RE NOT STOPPING NOW!  SO, LIFE GOES ON, LEARNING GOES ON, AT 

JCHS.  THAT’S WHAT WE’RE ABOUT.   

Q:  IN ADDITION TO YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS THE JCHS ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

ENGLISH TEACHER, YOU HAVE RECENTLY TAKEN ON A VERY EXCITING AVOCATION 

AS ONE OF THE PROPRIETORS OF TWISTED SISTERS IN DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE.  

HOW DOES IT FEEL TO MOVE FROM THE CLASSROOM INTO THE ROLE OF 

MERCHANT? 

A:  WOW!  TALK ABOUT RADICALLY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES.  IT’S AN ENTIRELY 

DIFFERENT SET OF PRESSURES.     I LOVE MY JOB AND MY STUDENTS, BUT 

TEACHING IS A 5-6 HOUR COMMAND PERFORMANCE, MANAGING THE 

INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES OF 15-30 STUDENTS AT A TIME, AND THE PRODUCT IS 

LEARNING.  AT TWISTED SISTERS THE PACE IS CERTAINLY SLOWER, BUT WE HAVE 

TO MAKE MONEY TO PAY THE BILLS AND KEEP THE DOORS OPEN – AND THAT’S 

QUITE A CHALLENGE TOO!  

Q:  WHEN YOU GET UP IN THE MORNING, WHAT DO YOU LOOK FORWARD TO MOST 

ABOUT YOUR WORK?  

A:  THE VARIATION AND UNPREDICTABILITY THAT ARE A PART OF EVERY DAY.  

GRANTED, SOME THINGS HAPPEN THAT I WISH WOULD NOT, BUT EVERY DAY IS A 

GREAT SOCIAL EXPERIMENT AND NO TWO DAYS ARE ALIKE.  I STUDY THE 

CURRICULUM, COLLABORATE WITH COLLEAGUES, PLAN INSTRUCTIONAL 

ACTIVITIES, AND THEN 20 STUDENTS OR SO WALK INTO THE ROOM AND WE TRY TO 

MAKE IT ALL HAPPEN, MAKE THE LEARNING HAPPEN.  STUDENTS BRING THEIR 

PERSONAL STORIES WITH THEM, STRUGGLE, GRASP THE CONCEPTS, SEE THE 

HUMOR, MAKE PERSONAL CONNECTIONS, CREATE, ANALYZE, MAKE MISTAKES, 

RECOVER, GROW.  AND 90 MINUTES LATER, WE DO IT AGAIN, BUT DIFFERENTLY.  

IT’S NOT DULL! 

Q:  I GATHER THAT TO SOME EXTENT YOU WORK WITHIN A STANDARD LITERARY 

CURRICULUM.  IF YOU HAD THE OPPORTUNITY ALTER THAT CURRICULUM, WHAT 

WOULD BE THE FIRST TEXT YOU WOULD ADD TO THE READING LIST?  

A:  DEFINITELY TIM O’BRIEN, THE THINGS THEY CARRIED. 

Q:  WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE WORK OF SHAKESPEARE? 



NOVEMBER 2008                                                                                                                                    PAGE 11 

A:  TRUTHFULLY, HIS SONNETS.  WHAT INCREDIBLE EXPRESSIONS OF HUMAN 

FEELING.  OF HIS PLAYS, I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED MACBETH; IT CAPTURED MY 

IMAGINATION EARLY – THE WITCHES, THE RIDDLES, MACDUFF’S HONOR, THE 

FAMILIAL LOVE BETWEEN FATHERS AND SONS, THE IRONY, AND LADY MACBETH!  

WHAT A PIECE OF WORK.  “SCREW YOUR COURAGE TO THE STICKING PLACE, AND 

WE’LL NOT BE UNDONE.”  AH, WORDS FOR LIFE. 
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The Downtowner’s Image of the Month 

 
  

 
“I PRACTICE THE ART OF THINKING AT THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY.” 

SHIVERING FOR THE CAMERA, ART OF THINKING PARTICIPANTS SAVANNAH HIEBERT, SHELBY STEVENS, 
KAYLEIGH TREMBLE, ELISA FREEMAN, VIKTOR HILL, AND KELVIN HARMON TRY HARD TO EVOKE FALL 
WHILE MODELING THEIR NEW GALLERY HOODIES ON A HOT OCTOBER AFTERNOON.  MORE ON PAGE 5. 
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NEWS FROM 

The Fire House Gallery 
 
With a Chill in the Air, It Must Be Time For - 

The Annual Fall Exhibit of the Arts Guild 
 WHAT STARTED AS A SPIN-OFF OF THE ARTS GUILD’S POPULAR SPRING EXHIBIT HAS 

BECOME A TRADITION IN ITS OWN RIGHT, AND ONE OF OUR FAVORITE EVENTS HERE AT 

THE GALLERY.  ONCE AGAIN, THIS NOVEMBER, THE JEFFERSON COUNTY ARTS GUILD WILL 

HOLD ITS THIRD ANNUAL FALL EXHIBITION IN THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY.  THE EXHIBIT 

WILL RUN FROM NOVEMBER 19 TO NOVEMBER 30 WITH  AN EXCITING OPENING RECEPTION 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, FROM 7 TO 9 PM.  

 
WALNUT AND WEST SEVENTH, BY GUILD MEMBER MARY REYNOLDS 

THE SHOW IS A PERFECT PLACE TO TAKE THE FAMILY DURING THE THANKSGIVING 

HOLIDAYS.  COORDINATOR LIL EASTERLIN SAID, “WE CREATED THE FALL SHOW BECAUSE 

MANY FAMILIES RECEIVE RELATIVES OVER THANKSGIVING, AND THIS GIVES THEM A 

PLACE TO GO AND SOMETHING TO DO.”  SINCE THE INTERN MANAGER DAN REKSHAN WILL 

BE HOME IN MICHIGAN FOR THE HOLIDAY, MEMBERS OF THE ARTS GUILD WILL ASSUME 

THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATCHING THE GALLERY.   

AS FOR CONTENT OF THE SHOW, ARTS GUILD PRESIDENT DONNA BORDERS ANTICIPATES, 

“IT’LL BE SMALLER THAN THE APRIL SHOW.  WE DON’T HAVE THE APPLICATIONS BACK YET, 

BUT I EXPECT ALL THE REGULARS TO SUBMIT WORK.  THERE’LL BE 15-20 LOCAL ARTISTS 

WITH UP TO 4 WORKS EACH.  THERE’LL BE MORE PHOTOGRAPHY BECAUSE OF OUR 
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NEWLY FORMED PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB.”  IN HONOR OF THIS NEW CLUB, THE SHOW’S 

PUBLICITY MATERIALS WILL FEATURE SOME PHOTOGRAPHY. 

WE ASKED BOTH LADIES THEIR FAVORITE ASPECT OF THE SHOW.  LIL SAID, “AFTER 

COORDINATING THE CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE ARTISTS AND ARRIVAL OF THE ART, I 

LOVE HAVING ALL THE ART COME IN AND THEN SEEING IT HUNG UP ON THE WALLS 

PROPERLY.”  DONNA SAID, “I LIKE SEEING EACH ARTIST’S NEW WORK.  I LIKE THAT THE 

SCHOOL CHILDREN CAN COME INTO THE GALLERY AND SEE LOCAL IMAGES BY ARTISTS 

THEY KNOW.” 

REMEMBER THAT THE GALLERY WILL BE CLOSED THE WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY OF 

THANKSGIVING WEEK. 

 

2009 Gallery Outreach Update 

Education, Education, Education 
 

WHEN THE GALLERY OPENED IN APRIL 2005, ITS MANAGEMENT UNDERSTOOD THAT 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH WOULD BE A CENTRAL ELEMENT OF THE GALLERY’S MISSION.  

WE CARRIED NO PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS, HOWEVER, AS TO THE FOCUS OF THE 

GALLERY’S OUTREACH EFFORTS, BUT KNEW IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT TO LEVERAGE 

EXISTING COMMUNITY SUCCESSES.  WITH ONLY THAT COMPASS IN HAND, AND BEING 

PRONE TO EXPLORATION, WE HAVE CHARTED AN INTERESTING OUTREACH COURSE THAT 

HAS YIELDED A COORDINATED AND CONSISTENT EMPHASIS – EDUCATION. 

OF ALL JEFFERSON COUNTY’S MANY REMARKABLE QUALITIES, NONE SURPASSES ITS 

DEVOTION TO WHAT TISH EASTERLIN, IN THIS MONTH’S LEADING VOICES INTERVIEW, 

CALLS “A GREAT AND NOBLE ENDEAVOR” – PUBLIC EDUCATION.  SHARING MS. 

EASTERLIN’S RESPECT FOR THE POWER OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, WE HAVE ENGAGED THE 

LEADERSHIP OF THE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS FROM THE GALLERY’S EARLIEST DAYS IN 

AN EFFORT TO LEND OUR SUPPORT WHEREVER IT MADE SENSE TO DO SO.   

TODAY, THE GALLERY OPERATES FIVE EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS THAT 

ENHANCE THE EXCEPTIONAL OFFERINGS OF THE JEFFERSON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.  

 

GALLERY DAYS 

IN AN EFFORT TO MAKE ART AN EVERYDAY PART OF OUR CHILDREN’S LIVES, THE 

GALLERY EARLY ON ESTABLISHED THE GALLERY DAYS PROGRAM IN COOPERATION WITH 

LOUISVILLE ACADEMY.  FOR EVERY GALLERY EXHIBIT OCCURRING DURING THE SCHOOL 

YEAR, THE GALLERY’S INTERN MANAGER COOPERATES WITH LOUISVILLE ACADEMY STAFF 

IN PLANNING CLASS VISITS TO THE EXHIBIT, INCLUDING INSTRUCTIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
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TO HELP THE STUDENTS DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF BASIC ARTISTIC CONCEPTS, 

SUCH AS THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN REPRESENTATIONAL AND ABSTRACT ART.  

THROUGH THIS PROGRAM, OVER TIME THE GALLERY HAS BECOME A FAMILIAR 

COMMUNITY POINT OF REFERENCE FOR MANY CHILDREN WHO MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE 

EVER HAVE VISITED THIS OR ANY OTHER ART GALLERY AS PART OF THEIR ELEMENTARY 

EDUCATION.  RECENTLY, GALLERY DAYS HAS BEEN EXPANDED TO INCLUDE THE LIFE 

PROGRAM FOR GIFTED STUDENTS COUNTYWIDE, AND THE GALLERY HAS A GOAL TO 

REACH OUT TO WRENS AND CARVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE COMING YEAR. 

 
LOUISVILLE ACADEMY STUDENTS ENJOY GALLERY DAYS VISIT 

ART OF THINKING 

THIS FALL, AFTER CAREFUL PLANNING WITH LOUISVILLE ACADEMY PRINCIPAL HULET 

KITTERMAN, THE GALLERY LAUNCHED A SIX-WEEK PILOT OF OUR ART OF THINKING 

PROGRAM.  USING ARTISTIC EXPRESSION AS A MEANS OF TEACHING BASIC CATEGORICAL 

DISTINCTIONS, THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES SIX LOUISVILLE ACADEMY FOURTH GRADERS 

WITH A WEEKLY AFTERNOON OF GUIDED OBSERVATIONAL, DISCUSSION, AND ARTISTIC 

EXERCISES DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN THEIR CONCEPTUAL APPETITES AND ABILITIES.  

UPON COMPLETION OF THE PILOT, MS. KITTERMAN AND GALLERY STAFF WILL EVALUATE 

THE PROGRAM AND MAKE ADJUSTMENTS WITH THE GOAL OF ROLLING OUT TWO 

ADDITIONAL SIX-WEEK SESSIONS IN SPRING 2009.  WE ANTICIPATE ART OF THINKING WILL 

BECOME ONE OF THE GALLERY’S PERMANENT OUTREACH OFFERINGS. 

AP ART CLASS SUPPORT 

THROUGH ITS VERY PRODUCTIVE PARTNERSHIP WITH JEFFERSON COUNTY HIGH 

SCHOOL, THE GALLERY LENDS VALUABLE SUPPORT TO THE JCHS ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

ART PROGRAM ON TWO FRONTS.  LAST SPRING WE HOSTED OUR FIRST EXHIBIT OF THE 

WORK OF JCHS AP ART STUDENTS – AN EVENT THAT, LIKE GALLERY DAYS, ENABLED THE 

GALLERY TO DRAW A BROAD, NEW AUDIENCE.  AP ART TEACHER LINDA MERRITT FOUND 
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THE LURE OF AN EXHIBIT IN A REAL ART GALLERY – AN OPPORTUNITY FEW HIGH 

SCHOOLS IN THE STATE CAN OFFER – TO BE HIGHLY MOTIVATIONAL FOR HER STUDENTS.  

BASED ON THE SUCCESS OF THE EVENT, THE GALLERY HAS COMMITTED TO CONTINUE IT 

ANNUALLY.  IN ADDITION, WE NOW HAVE A POLICY THAT ALL PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS 

EXHIBITING IN THE GALLERY MUST VISIT THE AP ART CLASS AND GIVE A PRESENTATION 

CONCERNING THEIR WORK.  OUR EXHIBITORS WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY, WHICH 

BROADENS THE INSTRUCTIONAL SCOPE OF THE CLASS AND GIVES THE STUDENTS A 

FIRST-HAND LOOK AT THE LIVES OF MULTIPLE PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS WORKING IN A 

VARIETY OF MEDIA. 

 
UGA PROFESSOR MARGOT ECKE, LEFT DISCUSSES PAPER ART WTH JCHS ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART STUDENTS 

ASU ART SCHOLARSHIP FOR JCHS STUDENTS 

THIS YEAR, THE GALLERY, WITH THE HELP OF AUGUSTA STATE UNIVERSITY, IS EXCITED 

TO ANNOUNCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP TO BE MADE 

AVAILABLE EACH YEAR FOR A JCHS GRADUATE MAJORING IN ART AT ASU.  THE $2000 

SCHOLARSHIP – FUNDED BY THE GALLERY WITH GENEROUS MATCHING FUNDS FROM ASU 

– WILL BE AWARDED TO A QUALIFYING JCHS ART STUDENT HEADING TO ASU TO PURSUE 

AN ART-RELATED CAREER. 

INTERN’S INTERN POSITION 

FINALLY, THE GALLERY HAS CREATED A PAID AFTER-SCHOOL POSITION FOR A JCHS 

STUDENT.  DUBBED “INTERN’S INTERN,” THE SELECTED STUDENT ASSISTS OUR INTERN 

MANAGER IN ALL ASPECTS OF GALLERY OPERATIONS.  WHILE PROVIDING VALUABLE ART-

RELATED EMPLOYMENT TO A JCHS STUDENT, THIS POSITION HAS THE ADDED BENEFIT OF 

STRENGTHENING THE GALLERY’S TIES TO THE COUNTY’S YOUTH AND AIDING THE 

GALLERY INTERN MANAGER IN FORMING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE COUNTY’S 

CULTURE. 
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More News from – 

The Fire House Gallery 
Snapshots from PAPER WORLD 

    
                                 TWO BAD HOMBRES                                                                     TWO SENORITAS 

    
                                               SISTERS                                            BILL AND TISH EASTERLIN WITH MARY REYNOLDS 

    
          DWAIN LITTLE AND CLAIRE BOOTH TAYLOR                             UGA STUDENTS WITH SHELLY DICELLO                  
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www.GalleryAfire.com

Also Sponsored By 

 

 
Phone: 478.625.0387 
Fax: 478.625.0387 
E-mail: info@ourlouisville.com 

Friends of Historic 
Downtown Louisville 
 605 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 587 
Louisville, GA  30434 
 

 
 
 

November At The Bistro 
 SATURDAY, NOV. 1 – OLD TIME COUNTRY WITH FRANKLIN JAMES, 6:30, PRIME RIB DINNER 

 SATURDAY, NOV. 8 –  GOSPEL WITH JIMMY PAGE MINISTRIES 

 FRIDAY, NOV. 14 –  KARAOKE WITH RONNIE MULLIS 

 SATURDAY, NOV. 15 –  DORSI WEDGE, JAMES BARROW’S NEW BAND, PLAYING ROCK HITS 

 FRIDAY, NOV. 21  – MORE OLD TIME COUNTRY WITH FRANKLIN JAMES 

 SATURDAY, NOV. 22 – HI LONESOME PLAYS SOUTHERN ROCK 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL ENTERTAINMENT BEGINS AT 7 P.M. 

THE BISTRO WILL BE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING THURSDAY, NOV. 27 THROUGH MONDAY, DEC. 1 

 
 


