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On September 17th, the Louisville 
Streetscape Project broke ground, and 
the refurbishment of our historic 
downtown began. The Streetscape 
Project has been in the works for several 
years, and is a joint effort between the 
City of Louisville and the Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce. City 
officials hope that this makeover will 
help to further revitalize Downtown 
Louisville by attracting visitors and new 
businesses. Funding for the project came 
through Georgia’s Transportation 
Enhancement Program. Though an exact 
date has not been set, it is estimated that 
all of the work will be completed in two 
years. Various improvements include 
work on the existing medians and 
construction of a new median at the 
north end of downtown. To make Broad 
Street more pedestrian friendly, 
crosswalks will be added at each end of 
the street, as well as at the Market 
House. The sidewalks on both sides of 

Broad Street will be refinished, and 
handicap access ramps will be added, in 
lieu of the stairs that currently exist. “I 
think it is a much needed facelift, and the 
good will definitely be seen in the end,” 
said Randi Beckworth, of Randi’s 
Flowers & Gifts.  “I hope that everyone 
can focus on the long term positive 
benefits instead of the short term negative 
ones.”  As part of a three-phase master 
plan, Phase One will concentrate on the 
stretch of Broad Street from Southern 
Home Interiors to the Post Office. The 
city of Louisville and Earth-Scapes Inc., 
the company contracted to carry out the 
renovations, have taken extra care to 
ensure that downtown merchants will not 
be adversely affected by the construction. 
Access to all merchants has been 
preserved. Some merchants have even 
noticed an increase in activity. “We have 
had more walk-ins since the work has 
begun. Don’t know why, but it’s 
happening,” said Leroy Lewis, of the 

Jefferson County Historical Society. All 
citizens are encouraged to continue to 
shop downtown during the construction 
period, in an effort to support our local 
merchants. Despite the changes 
underway, the Lion’s Club Christmas 
Parade route will be the same as in 
previous years. There will be more 
volunteers on hand to provide crowd 
control. The streetscape construction 
will not impede the festivities, nor pose 
any danger. However, citizens will be 
encouraged to find alternate parking, as 
space will be limited downtown. If you 
are looking to do some Christmas 
shopping, the Broad Street Business 
Partners will once again be open after 
hours during the month of December. 
Every Thursday night in December, 
merchants will stay open until 9 pm and 
entertainment will be provided. “As of 
now, the dates for each performance 
have not been nailed down.  However, 
we do know that the JCHS Band will 
perform, along with the Children’s 
choirs from First Baptist Church and 
Louisville United Methodist Church, 
both of Louisville, and the Pinecrest 
Mennonite Church Youth Group will 
come and sing some carols,” said Ms. 
Beckworth, who is organizing the 
festivities. On November 24th, the BSBP 
will host a holiday kick-off from 11 am 
to 3 pm, with food and entertainment 
downtown.  Groups performing include 
The Southern Dance Connection of 
Swainsboro and Stephanie’s Dance 
Explosion of Louisville. Look for a 
schedule of downtown events in The 
News & Farmer later this month. 
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As part of the ongoing partnership with 
Louisville Academy, the Fire House 
Gallery played host to students wanting 
to see the work of Junko Ono Rothwell. 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth grade toured 
Georgia’s Wetlands 
With each exhibit, Gallery Days tries to 
merge the elementary school curriculum 
with the subject of the exhibit on 
display. Ms. Rothwell’s works of art 
helped the students learn about the 
variety of ecosystems found throughout 

�

Georgia’s wetlands. As part of the Fifth 
grade curriculum, many students have 
been able to visit the marshes through a 
4-H program. While touring the exhibit, 
students were able to discuss plant and 
animal life that would typically be found 
in the coastal marshes, rivers, and 
mountain streams. Students paid close 
attention to the tag accompanying each 
piece of art, and were able to practice 
their math by studying the dimensions. 
Art teacher Sharon Sasser taught students 

about oil paint and pastels, and how 
to discern between the two. An 
important element of Ms. 
Rothwell’s work is finding the 
beauty in the ordinary, and learning 
to appreciate nature. This is a lesson 
that Lousiville Academy students 
can take back to the classroom.�
�
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The Fire House Gallery will once again 
host the Annual Jefferson County Arts 
Guild Fall Show this month. The exhibit 
will run November 14- November 25. The 
opening reception will be held on Friday 
November 16 from 7 to 9 pm. The Gallery 
will be closed on Thanksgiving Day; 
however, Arts Guild members will be in 
the gallery the following Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. If you have family or friends 
in town for the holiday, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to share our local talent with 
them. The poster for this year’s show will 
feature work by Willena Evans. Posters 
will be available for purchase in the 
gallery.  
If you are in search of a unique Christmas 
gift, the Arts Guild will also hold the 
second annual Attic Sale on Saturday 
December 8 at the Magdalene House, 
located on West 8th Street. Local artists 
will showcase their work, including 
paintings, drawings, photographs, and 
pottery.  
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Janice Williams McClendon Whiting, a professor at Augusta State 
University, will be exhibiting in the gallery during the month of December.                   
Professor Whiting received her Masters of Fine Arts degree from Indiana 
State University and her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University of 
Georgia. She has been teaching at Augusta State University since 1981, and 
is the Director of the Italian Studies Abroad Program. Her work is in the 
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collection of the Morris 
Museum of Augusta, 
and has exhibited in the 
Mint Museum in 
Charlotte, NC, and the 
Boston Museum of 
Contemporary Arts, as 
well as in Italy and 
Japan. Professor 
Whiting uses a variety 
of media, including oil, 
pastel, and gouache. 
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THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY�
�

Gabriel, by Janice Whiting 
2005 
Acrylic, watercolor, gouache, 
and graphite on paper. 
17-1/4" x 14-1/4 " 
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THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY 
 

Phone: 478.625.0387 
Fax: 478.625.0387 
E-mail: info@ourlouisville.com 

Find us on the Web – 
www.ourlouisville.com  

�  November 2 – 5 – Why Did I Get Married  
�  November 9 – 13  – Underdog 
 
For up-to-date information, call The Pal at 478.625.9998 or 
visit Friends online at www.ourlouisville.com. 
Show Times – Friday, Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 
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�  Thursday and Friday, November 1 – 2  – Prime Rib 
Dinner & More 

�  Saturday November 3 – Tom Rogers – Jazz and Blues 
�  Saturday November 10 – Boone Blackmon 

 
For more information, call The Bistro at 478.625.1522 
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�On Monday October 15th, the Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
Meet and Greet for Louisville City 
Council candidates at The Fire House 
Gallery. Candidates on hand were Tom 
Watson, Larry Atkins, and Elmo 
Hutchinson. Atkins and Hutchinson are 
vying for the city council seat vacated by 
Councilman James Davis, while Watson is 
running unopposed. The goal for the 
candidate forum was a relaxed 
environment where community members 
could have one-on-one conversations with 
the candidates about issues important to 
them.  Over the course of the evening, 
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Friends of Historic 
Downtown Louisville 
�
605 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 587 
Louisville, GA  30434 
�

Help us grow our circulation by sending us email 
addresses of your friends and family! 

�

about 30 people dropped by to take 
advantage of this opportunity. The 
Chamber sponsored a similar event in 
Wrens, though the number of candidates 
called for a more formal format. 
Elections in Louisville and Wrens will be 
held on November 6. The Fire House 

Gallery has been a unique setting for 
other community events, such as a 
2005 Mayoral debate, and is 
available to community organizations 
for such purposes. 
 

 


