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BY MAIBEN BEARD 

HENDERSON CHEVROLET HAS BEEN AN INTEGRAL PART OF BROAD STREET SINCE 

OPENING ITS DOORS ON JANUARY 1, 1933. AT THAT TIME, IT WAS ONE OF THREE 

LOUISVILLE DEALERSHIPS, INCLUDING FORD AND CHRYSLER. TODAY IT IS THE ONLY 

DEALERSHIP IN LOUISVILLE. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A FAMILY BUSINESS, WITH A LOYAL 

CLIENTELE. “A GREAT ASSET TO THE COMMUNITY,” REMARKS FRANK EASTERLIN. 

THE MAN BEHIND HENDERSON CHEVROLET, CLARENCE HENDERSON, IS A NATIVE 

LOUISVILLIAN – “ONE OF THE FEW FULL-TIME NATIVE LOUISVILLIANS LEFT,” HE SAID. AS 

THE SECOND SON, HIS FAMILY OFTEN CALLED HIM “BROTHER,” AND SOMEHOW IT 

STUCK.  

 

FOR MR. HENDERSON SELLING CHEVROLETS IS SERIOUS BUSINESS – WELL, MOST OF THE TIME! 
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IN A RECENT INTERVIEW, MR. HENDERSON REMARKED, “WHEN I PASS AWAY, I DON’T 

WANT ‘MISS’ ON MY TOMBSTONE, CAUSE I HAVEN’T MISSED NOTHING.” THIS IS 

CERTAINLY TRUE.  

GROWING UP, HE WAS A “GREASE MONKEY,” HANGING AROUND THE GARAGE, 

TINKERING WITH CARS.  IN 1946 HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNDEFEATED LOUISVILLE 

ACADEMY HIGH-SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM THAT BEAT  FAVORED DUBLIN, IN THE 

DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP. “EVERYTHING JUST GELLED IN THAT GAME,” HE SAID. HE 

GRADUATED FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA IN 1951 DURING THE KOREAN 

CONFLICT AND VOLUNTEERED FOR THE AIR FORCE. THINKING HE WOULD HAVE A WEEK 

OR TWO BEFORE HE HAD TO LEAVE, MR. HENDERSON WAS SURPRISED WHEN THE 

RECRUITER CALLED HIM 3 DAYS LATER TO SEE IF HE COULD DEPART THE FOLLOWING 

DAY. MR. HENDERSON’S MOTHER URGED HIM TO STAY, BUT HIS FATHER GAVE HIM 

NEUTRAL ADVICE: “DO WHATEVER YOU THINK IS BEST.” THESE WAS HIS FATHER’S 

FAVORITE GUIDANCE, WHICH INSTILLED A SPIRIT OF INDEPENDENCE IN THE YOUNGER 

MR. HENDERSON FROM AN EARLY AGE. 

 

THE ELDER CLARENCE HENDERSON AT WORK, 1952. 
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HEEDING HIS COUNTRY’S CALL, MR. HENDERSON HEADED TO ATLANTA, AND, BEFORE 

HE KNEW IT, WAS ON A PLANE TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, FOR BASIC TRAINING. AFTER 

COMPLETING BASIC TRAINING, HE WAS SENT TO NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, 

ANTICIPATING DEPLOYMENT OVERSEAS.  BUT INSTEAD OF GOING OVERSEAS, HE WAS 

ASSIGNED TO THE AIR FORCE BASE IN WARNER ROBINS. QUICKLY DISCOVERING THAT 

A YOUNG MAN COULD NOT MAKE MUCH OF A LIVING ON A CORPORAL’S SALARY, MR. 

HENDERSON APPLIED AND WAS ACCEPTED TO OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL. AFTER 

GRADUATION, HE WAS SENT TO AN ENGINEERING SCHOOL IN ILLINOIS. EVENTUALLY, 

HE WAS DEPLOYED TO JAPAN, WHERE LIVED AND SERVED FOR THREE-AND-A-HALF 

YEARS. 

WHEN HIS TIME IN THE AIR FORCE WAS UP, MR. HENDERSON HAD TO DECIDE WHETHER 

TO REENLIST OR COME BACK HOME. “THERE WAS A SHORTAGE ON THE JOB I WAS 

DOING, SO THEY WERE BEGGING ME TO STAY. THEY OFFERED ME ALL KINDS OF 

THINGS, INCLUDING A PROMOTION TO CAPTAIN. BUT I KNEW MY DADDY WANTED HIS 

SONS TO TAKE HIS PLACE, AND HE’D ALWAYS BEEN MIGHTY GOOD TO ME, SO I 

DECIDED TO COME HOME.” MR. HENDERSON RETURNED TO LOUISVILLE SHORTLY 

BEFORE JULY 4, 1955, AND BEGAN WORKING AT THE DEALERSHIP ON JULY 5.  

AFTER SELLING CARS FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS, MR. HENDERSON HAS QUITE A FEW 

STORIES UP HIS SLEEVE. ONE INVOLVES SETTING A CUSTOMER’S CAR ON FIRE. “I WAS 

TRYING OUT THIS ELDERLY LADY’S CAR, AND WENT DOWN HIGHWAY 24. I WAS GOING 

TO SEE IF THE PASSING GEAR WAS WORKING.  SHE NEVER WENT INTO PASSING GEAR, 

SO I DECIDED TO TEST THE TRANSMISSION.  ON THE WAY BACK TO TOWN, RIGHT 

ACROSS THE RIVER, I KICKED IT INTO OVERDRIVE, AND WHEN I DID, THE ACCELERATOR 

HUNG UP WIDE OPEN.” AFTER DOING EVERYTHING HE COULD TO FREE THE GEAR UP, 

HE DECIDED HE COULD NOT RISK COMING INTO TOWN WITH THE CAR GOING SO FAST. 

HE PULLED OVER BY THE ARMORY AND TRIED TO RECTIFY THE SITUATION. “THE 

MOTOR WAS RUNNING WIDE OPEN, SO I SWITCHED IT OFF, WHICH CAUSED IT TO 

BACKFIRE, SETTING THE GRASS ON FIRE UNDER THE CAR.” AFTER MOVING THE CAR 

OUT OF THE BURNING GRASS, THE SAME THING HAPPENED AGAIN. MR. HENDERSON 

WAS NOT ABLE TO GET UNDER THE HOOD BECAUSE THE CAR KEPT BACKFIRING. 

EVENTUALLY, THE MOTOR STARTED TEARING APART, AND THE CAR QUIT RUNNING. “SO 

THEN I WAS OUT THERE TRYING TO MAKE UP MY MIND WHAT I WAS GOING TO TELL THIS 
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LADY ABOUT HER CAR. I THOUGHT, HOW AM I GOING TO EXPLAIN TO THE LADY THAT I 

TORE HER CAR UP?” AFTER CATCHING A RIDE BACK INTO TOWN, MR. HENDERSON GOT 

LUCKY. THE LADY DECIDED TO BUY A CAR THAT SHE HAD SEEN AT THE DEALERSHIP, 

AND HE NEVER HAD TO EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENED TO HER CAR. 

MR. HENDERSON HAS ALWAYS BEEN A FIXTURE IN THE COMMUNITY.  NOT LONG AFTER 

HIS RETURN FROM JAPAN, HE JOINED THE LOUISVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, 

WHERE HIS INVOLVEMENT CONTINUED FOR 26 YEARS. HE ALSO JOINED THE LION’S 

CLUB AROUND THE SAME TIME, AND IS APPROACHING 52 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

HE TRIES TO CARRY ON WHAT HIS FATHER STARTED, WITH LOYALTY AND SERVICE TO 

CUSTOMERS BEING HIS TOP PRIORITIES.  MANY OF HIS CUSTOMERS HAVE BEEN 

BUYING CARS FROM HIM FOR YEARS, AND DEALS ARE MADE ALL AROUND TOWN, EVEN 

IN THE POST OFFICE, WHERE HE RECENTLY SOLD FRIENDS PRESIDENT HELEN AIKMAN 

A NEW CHEVY AVEO. “WHEN A SALE IS COMPLETED, IT DOESN’T STOP,” HE SAID, “I’VE 

GOT A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO CALL ON ME RIGHT NOW FOR ALL KINDS OF THINGS. I HAVE 

TO LOOK AFTER MY CUSTOMER.  MOST OF THEM ARE WIDOWS, AND WHEN THEY HAVE 

SOMETHING GO, WRONG THEY CALL ME.” 

“HE IS WONDERFUL ABOUT HELPING YOU OUT IN A JAM,” ATTESTS ROSA GREEN.  “THEY 

COME GET YOUR CAR AND BRING YOUR CAR BACK. THAT’S THE REASON PEOPLE BUY 

HERE, BECAUSE OF THE GOOD SERVICE. YOU COULDN’T GET A BETTER DEAL ON THE 

SERVICE ANYWHERE.”  

ANOTHER LOCAL “WIDOW LADY” RECALLS AN EVENING WHEN SHE WAS SITTING IN THE 

BACKSEAT OF A FRIEND’S CAR. WHEN IT WAS TIME TO GET OUT, SHE REALIZED THAT 

HER SEATBELT WAS STUCK. NOT WANTING TO SPEND THE NIGHT IN THE CAR, THEY 

CALLED MR. HENDERSON, WHO CAME BY AND HAD TO SIT IN HER LAP FOR HALF AN 

HOUR TRYING TO GET THE SEATBELT UNSTUCK. FINALLY HE MANAGED TO GET IT 

UNDONE!  

ALTHOUGH AN AVID HUNTER, FISHERMAN, AND GOLFER, MR. HENDERSON CLAIMS HE 

WOULD MAKE A HORRIBLE RETIREE.  AS LONG AS HE IS IN GOOD HEALTH, MR. 

HENDERSON VOWS, HE WILL CONTINUE TO RUN THE FAMILY DEALERSHIP THAT HAS 

SERVICE LOUISVILLE FOR OVER SEVENTY YEARS. 
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The Downtowner’s Images of the Month 
 

 

 

 

HENDERSON CHEVROLET CIRCA 1935, ABOVE, AND 1950, BELOW. 
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NEWS FROM 

THE FIRE HOUSE 
GALLERY 
An Environmental Eye – 

Junko Ono Rothwell Captures Georgia’s 
Precious Wetlands 
 

OCTOBER 10 - NOVEMBER 11, 2007 

GEORGIA'S WETLANDS – PAINTINGS AND PASTELS BY JUNKO ONO ROTHWELL 
OPENING RECEPTION, OCTOBER 13, 7-9 PM 
JAPANESE-AMERICAN PAINTER JUNKO ONO ROTHWELL HAS LIVED THIRTY YEARS IN 

GEORGIA, AND SHE’S TRAVELED NEARLY EVERY INCH OF THE STATE EXPLORING AND 

PAINTING WHAT SHE FINDS.  MS. ROTHWELL HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY DRAWN TO 

GEORGIA’S WATERWAYS – ITS MARSHES AND CHANNELS, CREEKS AND RIVERS – AND 

IT’S NOT SURPRISING. 

RAISED ON THE INLAND SEA IN JAPAN WITH ITS 

THOUSANDS OF SMALL ISLANDS, MS. ROTHWELL 

REMEMBERS HER OWN CHILDHOOD HOME 

PERCHED ON A HILL ABOVE A SMALL STREAM.  

“WHENEVER I STAND NEXT TO WATER, WHETHER 

STREAMS IN THE MOUNTAINS OR COASTAL 

MARSHES, IT REMINDS ME OF HOME,” SHE SAYS.   

AN OPEN AIR PAINTER, MS. ROTHWELL EXPLAINS, 

“I CAN LEARN AND UNDERSTAND MORE WITH THE 

SUBJECT IN FRONT OF ME. WHEN I STAND IN A 

FIELD, I CAN WATCH THE WATER RISE AT HIGH 

TIDE, SMELL THE OCEAN, HEAR THE BIRDS AND 

TASTE THE SALT AIR.  WHEN I PAINT ON LOCATION 

I SEE AND FEEL EVERYTHING VIVIDLY, AS IF I HAVE 

BECOME PART OF NATURE. THIS IS WHAT I TRY TO 
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EXPRESS ON MY CANVAS.” 

THE EXHIBIT AT THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY WILL INCLUDE ABOUT FORTY PAINTINGS – 

RANGING IN SIZE FROM SMALLER 10X12” PIECES TO LARGER OIL CANVASES AT 48X60”.  

ALL OF THEM REFLECT “THE BEAUTY OF EVERYDAY LIFE AND ORDINARY THINGS.”  WITH 

EVERY CHANGE OF TIDE, THE PAINTER SEES NEW COMPOSITIONS. “EARLY IN THE 

MORNING THERE’S A VERY ORANGISH BRIGHT LIGHT AND IN THE AFTERNOON THERE’S 

A GOLDEN TIME FROM FOUR O’CLOCK TO SIX O’CLOCK, WHEN THERE’S SUCH A 

BEAUTIFUL STRONG LIGHT.  WATCHING ALL OF THE CHANGES I TRY TO CAPTURE THE 

MOVEMENTS IN THE ATMOSPHERE.” 

“I ALSO LOVE THE CREEKS IN THE NORTHERN MOUNTAINS, TOO.   THE COMPOSITION IN 

THE MOUNTAINS WITH ROCKS AND STREAMS AND DARKER PATHS CHANGES 

DRAMATICALLY IN THE FALL.”   

“MOSTLY I GO OUT WITH OTHER ARTISTS,” SHE ADDS.  “I’M A MEMBER OF THE PLEIN AIR 

PAINTERS OF GEORGIA – THERE ARE ABOUT THIRTY MEMBERS, AND ONCE A MONTH 

WE DECIDE ON A PLACE AND MEET ON LOCATION.  WE PICK A PLACE LIKE ST. SIMON’S 

AND STAY A WHILE AND PAINT FOR A WEEK.”  IT’S A GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR 

CAMARADERIE AND STUDY. 

“I CAN ALWAYS LEARN FROM OTHERS.  IT’S THE BEST CHANCE TO LEARN HOW TO 

CAPTURE THE MARSH OR HOW TO USE THE COLORS.  WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER – 

WE PAINT SIDE BY SIDE AND YOU CAN SEE THE DIFFERENCES IN OUR STYLES AND GET 

INSPIRATION FROM THE OTHER ARTISTS.” 

STILL, THIS OPENNESS TO VENTURING AROUND THE STATE HAS MADE MS. ROTHWELL 

A WITNESS TO ENCROACHING DEVELOPMENT OF GEORGIA’S NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.  

“WHEN WE GO TO PAINT I CAN SEE SO MANY CHANGES.  ONCE WE PAINTED A 

BEAUTIFUL FIELD AND WHEN WE WENT BACK THE NEXT YEAR IT WAS GONE.  

SOMETIMES I FEEL VERY SAD TO SEE THE CHANGES AND I HOPE WE CAN KEEP OUR 

GEORGIA LANDSCAPE AS BEAUTIFUL AS IT IS.” 

THE GALLERY SELECTED MS. ROTHWELL’S WORK FOR EXHIBITION THIS MONTH IN AN 

EFFORT TO HARMONIZE WITH OGEECHEE-CANOOCHEE RIVERKEEPER’S OCTOBER 20 

FUNDRAISER DUBBED, “AT WATER’S EDGE,” AN ELEGANT EVENING AT OLD TOWN 

PLANTATION FEATURING SPEAKERS ROBERT F. KENNEDY JR., CHAIRMAN OF 

WATERKEEPER ALLIANCE, AND AUTHOR JANISSE RAY.  FOR MORE INFORMATION 

REGARDING “AT WATER’S EDGE” CALL OR EMAIL CHANDRA BROWN AT 912.764.2017 OR 

CBROWN@OCRK.ORG.   
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WE HOPE YOU WILL ALL JOIN US FOR THE OPENING OF MS. ROTHWELL’S EXHIBIT ON 

OCTOBER 13 IN OUR CELEBRATION OF GEORGIA’S MOST DELIGHTFUL AND CRITICAL 

NATURAL RESOURCE. 

 
MS. ROTHWELL’S STUNNING “SUNRISE AT CREIGHTON ISLAND, GEORGIA” 
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Chamber to Host Meet and Greet in Gallery 
ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, FROM 5 TO 7 PM, THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY WILL OPEN ITS 

DOORS TO THE PUBLIC FOR A “MEET AND GREET THE CANDIDATES” EVENT, ORGANIZED 

BY THE JEFFERSON  COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO GIVE LOUISVILLIANS AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO KNOW THEIR CANDIDATES FOR CITY COUNCIL IN THE 

UPCOMING NOVEMBER ELECTION. 

TWO LOUISVILLE CITY COUNCIL SEATS ARE UP FOR GRABS.  LARRY ATKINS AND ELMO 

HUTCHINS ARE VYING FOR THE SEAT BEING VACATED BY OUTGOING LONG-TIME CITY 

COUNCILMAN JAMES DAVIS. TOM WATSON IS RUNNING UNOPPOSED FOR THE SEAT HE 

CURRENTLY HOLDS.   

THE MEET AND GREET PROGRAM IS INTENDED TO GIVE CANDIDATES AND CITIZENS 

ALIKE A LOW-KEY FORUM TO EXCHANGE IDEAS AND CONCERNS IN A RELAXED 

ATMOSPHERE.  THE CANDIDATES WILL NOT MAKE FORMAL STATEMENTS OR ENGAGE IN 

FORMAL DEBATE.  REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED. 

THIS EVENT IS YET ANOTHER VOTER INFORMATION SERVICE PROVIDED BY THE 

CHAMBER TO THE CITIZENS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY.  EARLIER IN THE MONTH, ON 

OCTOBER 11, THE CHAMBER WILL HOLD A MORE STRUCTURED EVENT FOR VOTERS IN 

THE CITY OF WRENS, WHERE TEN CANDIDATES ARE RUNNING FOR CITY OFFICE, 

INCLUDING FOR MAYOR.  SAYS CHAMBER PRESIDENT, LIL EASTERLIN, “WE CAREFULLY 

STRUCTURE THESE EVENTS TO MEET THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF EACH COMMUNITY.  WITH 

SO MANY CANDIDATES IN WRENS, WE FELT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO MAKE SURE THE 

VOTERS HEARD A CLEAR STATEMENT FROM EACH CANDIDATE, WHEREAS IN THE 

SMALLER ELECTION IN LOUISVILLE A LESS FORMAL APPROACH SEEMED MORE 

APPROPRIATE.”  THIS YEAR’S CANDIDATES IN WADLEY, AVERA, AND STAPLETON ARE 

ALL RUNNING UNOPPOSED, AND BARTOW HAS NO ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR THIS 

FALL, ELIMINATING THE NEED FOR  SUCH EVENTS IN THOSE COMMUNITIES.   

FRIENDS COMMENDS THE CHAMBER FOR ITS CONTINUING COMMITMENT TO VOTER 

EDUCATION ALL ACROSS THE COUNTY. 
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Also Sponsored By 

THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY 
 

Phone: 478.625.0387 
Fax: 478.625.0387 
E-mail: info@ourlouisville.com 

Find us on the We 

 

– www.ourlouisville.com 

Friends of Historic 
Downtown Louisville 
 605 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 587 
Louisville, GA  30434 
 

Help us grow our circulation by sending us email 
addresses of your friends and family! 

 

This Month 

At The Pal . . .  
 
THE PUBLISHED MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR THE PAL THIS MONTH INCLUDES: 

 “THE NANNIE DIARIES” OCT. 1 AND 2 

 “HALLOWEEN” OCT. 5, 6, 8 AND 9 

SHOW TIMES ARE FRIDAY, SATURDAY, MONDAY, AND TUESDAY AT 7 P.M.  FOR MORE 

INFORMATION, CALL THE PAL AT 478.625.9998. 

. . . and The Bistro  
 

 OCT. 6 – AN EVENING OF BLUEGRASS WITH FRET NOT 

 OCT. 20 – JOYCE STEVENS AND FRIENDS 

FOR UPDATED INFORMATION, CALL THE BISTRO AT 478.625.1522 OR VISIT FRIENDS ONLINE 

AT WWW.OURLOUISVILLE.COM. 

LUNCH TUESDAY - SATURDAY, 11 AM - 3 PM  

BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE ON WEEKENDS 

 

www.GalleryAfire.com 


