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A First — JCHS Students Exhibit in Gallery

CERVANTES LEWIS’ WORK
FOCUSES ON ORDINARY SUBJECTS
SUCH AS BILLIARDS TABLES AND
SCHOOL HALLWAYS TO EXPLORE
APPROACHES TO PERSPECTIVE.
ALAN HANDBERRY USES HIS
QUIRKY STYLE TO HIGHLIGHT THE
HUMOROUS SIDE OF HIS LOVES

AND FEARS. KELVIN VASQUEZ
PRACTICES FINE POINTS OF
SHADING IN HIS REALISTIC

APPROACH TO DIVERSE SUBJECTS
FROM CARS TO CHRIST AS THE
GOOD SHEPHERD (SEE IMAGE OF

THE MONTH). ASHLEY WILLIAMS
SEEKS A DREAMLIKE QUALITY IN
HER WORK, AND, LIKE TIESHA
CUNNINGHAM AND ANTHONY
FREEMAN, IS CAPTIVATED BY
SURREALISM.

WHAT DO THESE DIVERGENT

Ideas APaort

An Arroy of Artwork by
Tellaiien Co ity Migh Sehaal's

Flria AP Art Clons

April 30th - May 7th, 2008

Opaning Pecoption Sosedey, May Jrd, 7-Ppm

L
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The Fire Houss Gallery
Wed - Sat 12-4 P | Sonday 1-5 Fm
&0S5 Mulbary Shoef, Lovhile, G
wewgrier yofire.com

ATTITUDES AND INTERESTS ALL HAVE IN COMMON? THEY BELONG TO MEMBERS OF THE
FIRST AP ART CLASS AT JEFFERSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, WHOSE WORK WILL BE PAR1
OF AN EXHIBIT TITLED IDEAS APART AT THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY FROM APRIL 3(
THROUGH MAY 7, WITH AN OPENING RECEPTION SATURDAY, MAY 3, FROM 7 TO 9 P.M. THE
EXHIBIT IS PROUDLY AND GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY THE LOUISVILLE KIWANIS CLUB.
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THE ARTISTS — FIRST ROW, L TO R: JESSICA LEWIS, ALAN HANDBERRY, BRANDON KIRBY, TIESHA CUNNINGHAM. SECOND
ROW, L TO R: EREL BENARAO, KELVIN VASQUEZ, SAMANTHA KITCHENS, ASHLEY WILLIAMS, ELIZABETH JOHNSON, ALEXIS
FIELDS, JALEESA THOMAS, THOMAS NEWSOME. THIRD ROW, L TO R: ROBIN STUDDARD, CERVANTES LEWIS, ASHLEY DAVIS,
ANTHONY FREEMAN, DARIN COLEMAN, HOLLY BLACKMON (NOT PICTURED DEVONTA GAMBLE)

SAYS FRIENDS PRESIDENT AND GALLERY DIRECTOR HELEN AIKMAN, “ABOUT THE TIME
[JCHS ART TEACHER] LINDA MERRITT AND | BEGAN PLANNING THIS EVENT, JCHS
FOOTBALL COACH J.B. ARNOLD CAME TO OUR WEEKLY KIWANIS CLUB LUNCHEON AND
BROUGHT [PARADE ALL-AMERICAN] A.J. HARMON WITH HIM TO SPEAK. DURING HIS TALK,
COACH ARNOLD KEPT HAMMERING THE POINT THAT HIS JOB IS TO MAKE HIS SURE HIS
PLAYERS GET SEEN BY COLLEGE COACHES AROUND THE COUNTRY. WELL, MS. MERRITT
FEELS THE SAME WAY ABOUT THE TALENTED ART STUDENTS AT JCHS. SHE WANTS TO
GIVE THEM A PROPER VENUE TO SHOWCASE THEIR TALENT AND HARD WORK, AND THE
GALLERY IS DETERMINED TO HELP HER DO IT.”

“MANY PEOPLE DON'T REALIZE THE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE OUT THERE FOR
SERIOUS ART STUDENTS,” ADDS MS. MERRITT, AN ASU FINE ARTS GRADUATE WHO SPENT
A DECADE CREATING PROMOTIONAL DESIGNS IN THE RETAIL INDUSTRY BEFORE TURNING
TO TEACHING. SHE SAYS, “THE STUDY OF FINE ARTS CREATES SO MANY OPTIONS
BESIDES THE STEREOTYPED LIFE OF THE STARVING ARTIST. ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS,
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS, TECHNICAL ILLUSTRATORS, CARTOGRAPHERS, MUSEUM
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CURATORS, ART EDUCATORS — AND THAT JUST SCRATCHES THE SURFACE. ARTISTIC
ABILITY FUELS ALL KINDS OF PROFESSIONAL CAREERS.”

STRESSING PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY, MS. MERRITT AND MS. AIKMAN MADE SURE
THE STUDENTS UNDERSTOOD THEY WOULD BE INVOLVED IN EVERY ASPECT OF
MOUNTING A SUCCESSFUL EXHIBIT — EVEN THE NITTY-GRITTY BUSINESS DETAILS.

THE STUDENTS, ALREADY UNDER A TIGHT DEADLINE TO COMPLETE THEIR INDIVIDUAL
PORTFOLIOS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT BOARD, HAD TO TAKE ON
THE ADDITIONAL BURDEN OF COMPLETING AND FRAMING THREE WORKS EACH FOR THE
SHOW. BEYOND THAT, THE STUDENTS WERE REQUIRED TO REVIEW AND SIGN EXHIBIT
CONTRACTS, COOPERATE IN CHOOSING A NAME FOR THE SHOW, PARTICIPATE IN DESIGN
SESSIONS WITH GALLERY GRAPHIC DESIGNER BRIDGET CONN TO COME UP WITH A
PROMOTIONAL POSTER AND POSTCARDS, WRITE ARTIST STATEMENTS AND PROVIDE
DIGITAL IMAGES TO BE FEATURED ON THE GALLERY'S WEBSITE AT
WWW.GALLERYAFIRE.COM — IN FACT, EACH STUDENT HAS HIS OR HER OWN PAGE ON THE
SITE.

ONCE THE POSTER DESIGN WAS COMPLETE, THE GALLERY ORDERED AN OVERSIZED
BANNER OF THE DESIGN AND PRESENTED IT TO THE CLASS. WHEN THE BANNER WAS
UNVEILED AT JCHS, SAYS FACULTY MEMBER AND LOUISVILLE KIWANIS CLUB PRESIDENT,
STEPHANIE HILDEBRANT, “WE ALL GOT CHILLS WE WERE SO EXCITED!"

THE ICING ON THE CAKE, THOUGH, WILL BE THE EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION, TO BE
HELD THIS SATURDAY EVENING. THE GALLERY PROVIDED THE STUDENTS WITH
COMPLIMENTARY STAMPED EXHIBIT POSTCARDS TO BE SURE THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO
PROPERLY INVITE FRIENDS AND FAMILY. SAYS MS. AIKMAN, “THE RECEPTION IS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR JEFFERSON COUNTIANS TO COME OUT AND DISCOVER THE YOUNG
TALENT IN THEIR MIDST, AND WE HOPE THE TURNOUT WILL BE ALL THESE REMARKABLE
YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN DESERVE.”

THE GALLERY IS ESPECIALLY GRATEFUL TO MS. MERRITT, JCHS PRINCIPAL MOLLY
HOWARD, AND THE LOUISVILLE KIWANIS CLUB FOR THE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT
THAT MADE THIS EXCITING AND IMPORTANT EVENT POSSIBLE.


http://www.galleryafire.com/
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The Downtowner’s Image of the Month

THE GOOD SHEPHERD AS DEPICTED BY JCHS AP ART STUDENT KELVIN VASQUEZ
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NEWS FROM

The Fire House Gallery j(z)t

KRISTIN CASALETTO - STRETCHING THE LIMITS
88 SQUARE FEET: THE ART OF THE LARGE-SCALE WOODCUT —

NEW WORK BY KRISTIN CASALETTO

MAY 8 — JUNE 8

OPENING RECEPTION, SATURDAY, MAY 10, 7-9PM

88 SQUARE FEET: THE ART OF THE LARGE-SCALE WOODCUT — NEW WORK BY KRISTIN
CASALETTO

MAY 8 — JUNE 8

OPENING RECEPTION, SATURDAY, MAY 10, 7-9PM

HARDWARE STORES PROVOKE ALL KINDS OF CREATIVE PROJECTS. ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
OF ART AND PRINTMAKER KRISTIN CASALETTO OF AUGUSTA STATE UNIVERSITY, NOTICED
THAT, “THE BIGGEST BOARD YOU COULD GET THERE IS 4X8 FEET, AND | SAID TO MYSELF, |
WANT TO DO THAT.”

IT WAS A NATURAL PROGRESSION, MOVING TO LARGE FORMAT IMAGES, AND THE ARTIST
QUICKLY FOUND HER WORK OUTGREW THE PRESSES AT AUGUSTA STATE. “l HAD BEEN
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DOING THEM IN PIECES AND JOINING THEM AFTER — | GUESS ABOUT FIVE FEET IS AS LONG AS
| HAD DONE. | WAS SICK OF JOINING THEM AND DIDN'T WANT TO SAW THEM UP ANY LONGER
AND JOIN THEM AFTER THE FACT; | WANTED TO WORK ON COMPOSITIONS THAT WERE BIGGER
— CRAZY, OVER THE TOP, BAROQUE, REALLY ENERGETIC, FULLY COMPOSED PIECES WITH A
LOT OF WORK IN THEM. SO | MADE A COMMITMENT TO SCALE WITHOUT KNOWING HOW |
COULD SOLVE THE PRINTING PROBLEM.”

MS. CASALETTO NEEDED A REAL SOLUTION AND SOUGHT OUT LARGE FORMAT PRESSES,
FINDING THEM IN PLACES LIKE FLORIDA, MISSOURI, AND WASHINGTON D.C. “l WAS GETTING
KIND OF BENT BECAUSE THEY WERE SO FAR AWAY, AND THEN | WENT TO A PRINT SHOW AND
MET AN INDEPENDENT PRINTMAKER WHO TOLD ME CLEMSON HAS A BIG PRESS. | WAS SO
EXCITED BECAUSE THAT'S CLOSE BY.”

MS. CASALETTO PROMPTLY CONTACTED SYDNEY CROP OF CLEMSON AND FOLLOWED UP
WITH A VISIT. AFTER GETTING A SENSE OF THE ARTIST, MS. CROP OFFERED TO LET HER USE
THE PRESS FOR ONE WEEK; AND BY SUMMER, MS. CASALETTO HEADED NORTH WITH HER BIG
BOARDS.

SHE DID NOT GO IT ALONE. WITH INCREASED SCALE COMES INCREASED DIFFICULTY -
MUSCLING BIG WOOD BLOCKS AND DEALING WITH THE GREAT SPAN OF THE PRINTS,
REQUIRING INKING A SINGLE ARTIST CANNOT REACH WITHOUT THE INEFFICIENCY OF
SWITCHING SIDE TO SIDE. BUT THANKS TO A PORTER FLEMING FOUNDATION GRANT, MS.
CASALETTO WAS ABLE TO HIRE HER SISTER LAURA AS AN ASSISTANT TO HELP HER THROUGH
THE ARDUOUS WEEK-LONG PRINTING ORDEAL.

DESPITE ALL THE DIFFICULTIES, THE WEEK WAS A GREAT SUCCESS. “MAYBE WE HAD THE
SISTER POWER GOING,” MS. CASALETTO SAYS. “WE WERE ABSOLUTELY IN SYNCH ONCE WE
GOT IT FIGURED OUT. IT TOOK ABOUT 15 MINUTES OR SO TO INK EACH PRINT; WE COULD
PULL A PRINT IN 45 MINUTES. IT WAS A VERY ABSOLUTELY REPEATABLE ENGINEERING
PROBLEM. AT THIS POINT, THE CREATIVITY IS DONE, THE BLOCK IS EXECUTED, AND YOU
KNOW HOW YOU WANT THE INK TO LOOK.”

THE CASALETTO SISTERS SPENT ONE WEEK START TO FINISH INCLUDING THE LOADING AND
UNLOADING OF TRUCKS TO PRODUCE EDITIONS OF TEN OF THREE OVERSIZED PRINTS
FEATURED IN THIS MONTH'S FIRE HOUSE GALLERY SHOW. CONSTRAINED BY TIME, THE
COLOR ELEMENT CAME LATER AS MS. CASALETTO HAND-PAINTED EACH PRINT WITH
WATERCOLORS TO FINISH OUT HER VISION OF THE WORK.

IN THE END, THOUGH, SPREADING THE ENTIRE PROCESS — FROM CONCEPTION, TO DRAWING,
CARVING, PRINTING, AND PAINTING — OVER THREE SUMMER RESIDENCIES PROVED *“TOO
DISJOINTED” FOR MS. CASALETTO’S COMFORT. “YOUR MIND MOVES ON TO OTHER CONCEPTS
AS THE WORK EVOLVES,” SHE NOTES, “AND THERE'S ALWAYS A DANGER IN WORKING ON
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SOMETHING SO LONG.” GRATEFUL FINALLY TO WRAP THINGS UP AND SEE THE RESULT, MS.
CASALETTO NOTES SHE WILL INCLUDE NOT ONLY THE THREE LARGE PRINTS IN THE EXHIBIT,
BUT ALSO FRAMED STUDIES, AS WELL AS TWO OF HER OVERSIZED BOARDS (*APOCALYPSE”
AND “GRACE’'S LONG WALK”), AND A PEDESTAL DISPLAYING SOME OF THE TOOLS OF HER
CRAFT.

‘FOR ME IT'S REALLY INFORMATIVE AND HELPFUL TO SEE HOW ARTISTS GET TO A FINISHED
PRODUCT — SEEING HOW THINGS LEADING TO OTHER THINGS.” DESCRIBING A RECENT DEGAS
EXHIBIT MS. CASALETTO NOTES, “IT'S A LITTLE RARE TO SEE A SHOW THAT OFFERS SO MUCH
OF A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK, AND IT'S VERY INSTRUCTIVE TO SEE HOW PEOPLE ARRIVE
AT WHERE THEY GO.” SIMILARLY, VISITORS TO THE GALLERY WHO MAY BE UNFAMILIAR WITH
THE PRINTING PROCESS — SEEING THE BLOCKS AND TOOLS, CUTTING AND REVERSAL — MAY
FIND THE EXHIBIT ESPECIALLY ENLIGHTENING.

OF THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE MS. CASALETTO REPORTS, “I LEARNED A LOT AND FEEL LIKE |
CAN PRINT ANYTHING NOW.” STILL, HER NEXT PROJECT WILL BE AN ETCHING, WHICH, SHE
ADDS, “IS GOING TO BE SMALLER.”

“GRACE’'S LONG WALK” IS AN IMAGE OF A JANITOR AT A SCHOOL WHERE MS. CASALETTO
TAUGHT IN MISSISSIPPI. GRACE WORKED A VERY EARLY CUSTODIAL SHIFT BUT WAS STILL ON
CAMPUS LATE AT NIGHT WHEN THE ARTIST FINISHED HER CLASSES. “SHE WAS PULLING AN
AWFULLY LONG DAY AND IT TURNED OUT SHE HAD BEEN GOING TO NIGHT CLASS AFTER
DOING HER SHIFT ALL DAY.” THIS HOMAGE WAS INSPIRED BY GRACE'S TREMENDOUSLY HARD
WORK AND THE FACT THAT “SHE WASN'T TALKING ABOUT IT AND NEEDING SUPPORT — SHE
WAS JUST KIND OF HEROIC.”

“APOCALYPSE” HAS TO DO WITH “LONGING FOR JUSTICE” AMID VARIOUS KINDS OF
VIOLENCE.” (THE ARTIST CITES THE EMMET TILL CASE, DARFUR, AND THE IRAQ WAR.) THE
WORK, SHE SAYS, IS EPIC, VIOLENT, CLASSIC, LITERARY. “I DON'T TEND TO MAKE POLITICAL
ART, BUT | THINK ABOUT HOW THINGS HAPPENING AFFECT PEOPLES’' LIVES AND BASIC
HUMANITY,” THE ARTIST OFFERS. *“NO MATTER WHAT YOUR STANCE, YOU HAVE TO
RECONCILE YOURSELF TO ALL OF THAT DESTRUCTION.”

“MALE GAZE RECIPROCATED,” IRONICALLY TITLED, FEATURES A CATTLE AUCTION. STUDYING
ART HISTORY, “I HAD TO READ A LOT OF CRITICAL ARTICLES ABOUT THE MALE GAZE,” MS.
CASALETTO NOTES. “THE TITLE AMUSED ME BECAUSE WHEN | WENT TO THIS CATTLE
AUCTION PLACE | WAS THE ONLY FEMALE THERE AND BECAUSE PEOPLE HAVE TOLD ME |
DRAW LIKE A MAN, WHICH | FIND ANNOYING.” ADDING TO THE IRONY, “THE ONLY CREATURE
LOOKING RIGHT OUT AT YOU IS A FEMALE: A BIG, DUMB COW.”
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MORE NEWS FROM

The Fire House Gallery ﬁ@&

Youngsters Visit AG Sixth Annual Spring Exhibit

DURING THE WEEK OF APRIL 21, ALL 581 LOUISVILLE ACADEMY STUDENTS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY
TO TOUR THE 6™ ANNUAL ARTS GUILD SPRING EXHIBIT IN THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY. DURING THE
STUDENT VISITS, TEACHERS PAIGE BROWN, AND DONNA BORDERS DISCUSSED THE DIFFERENT
MEDIA AND STYLES AND EVEN SHARED THEIR OWN ARTWORK, TO THE SURPRISE OF MANY
STUDENTS. LOUISVILLE ACADEMY LEADERSHIP HAS ALWAYS EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE ARTS, AND WE AT THE GALLERY HOPE THAT THIS TASTE OF OUR OWN LOCAL TALENT WILL
INSPIRE THESE STUDENTS TO VENTURE INTO THEIR OWN CREATIVE EXPERIENCES.
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Requiem for Something More than a Lunch Place

WE AT THE DOWNTOWNER ARE NOT BASHFUL ABOUT OUR ENTHUSIASM FOR LITTLE
LOUISVILLE'S BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN. MOST OF THE TIME WE'RE DOWNRIGHT SANGUINE
ABOUT IT. WE CHEERED FOR SOUTHERN HOME INTERIORS AND WE'LL ROOT FOR TWISTED
SISTERS WHEN IT ARRIVES ON THE SCENE NEXT MONTH. WE APPLAUDED THE ARRIVAL OF
THE BOOKWORM AND THE LONGEVITY OF RANDI'S. WE EMBRACED THE STREETSCAPING
WHEN IT WAS NOTHING BUT A MUDDY DITCH. WE ACCLAIMED THE GREENING OF THE
COURTHOUSE. AND WE NEARLY WEPT FOR JOY WHEN MS. CULVERN BECAME OUR MAYOR.
NOBODY GREETS CHANGE WITH MORE GUSTO THAN WE DO. BUT WE HAVE TO SAY WE'RE
NOT SO DELIGHTED ABOUT LOSING PANSY'S.

WE KNOW, WE KNOW — IT'S ALL GOING TO BE OKAY. NOTHING MUCH WILL CHANGE ... WELL,
MAYBE THERE'LL BE A FEW ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS — MAYBE SANDWICHES DELI-STYLE ...
AND A CARVING BOARD ... MAYBE FETA CHEESE AND CORNICHONS AND CAPERS AT THE
SALAD BAR ... MAYBE A PECAN-CRUSTED THIS OR THAT ... AND WHAT ABOUT WIFI - HOW
COOL WOULD THAT BE! ... AND BEING OPEN FOR SUPPER, ER, DINNER — WOULDN'T THAT BE
SOMETHING!

SURE, IT'LL ALL BE JUST GREAT. WE DON'T DOUBT IT FOR A MINUTE. DAVE AND EMILY KNOW
THEIR STUFF AND THEY KNOW LOUISVILLE. MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT — THE DOWNTOWNER
IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL THAT THIS TALENTED DUO IS WILLING TO TAKE ON A NEW CHALLENGE.
IN A WAY, IT'S A DREAM COME TRUE.

BUT PANSY'S WAS ITS OWN KIND OF DREAM. MAYBE IT WASN'T EXACTLY A GOURMET DREAM,
BUT WHERE ELSE COULD YOU FIND FRIED CHICKEN AND SWEET TEA THAT DELICIOUS? AND
SO WHAT IF THE DESERTS WEREN'T HOMEMADE — THEY HIT THE SPOT. (I HADN'T HAD
BOSTON CREAM PIE SINCE | WAS 12 TILL | FELL FOR IT AGAIN AT PANSY’S AND, BESIDES, THE
LEMON CAKE WAS JUST PLAIN AWESOME, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT WAS STILL A LITTLE FROZEN.)
AND THAT WAS JUST THE FOOD. WHAT BETTER PLACE WAS THERE FOR CATCHING UP WITH
ALL SORTS OF FRIENDS AFTER CHURCH AND AT KIWANIS. (COME TO THINK OF IT, | DON'T
THINK I'D SAID THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE SINCE | WAS 12 TILL MR. FRANK FIRST BROUGHT
ME TO KIWANIS AT PANSY’S.) ALL KINDS OF FRIENDS, FOR SURE — INCLUDING ANN, WITH HER
TRADEMARK SMILE. WE'RE NOT TOO BASHFUL TO SAY IT — WE'LL MISS YOU AND YOUR
HOSPITALITY, ANN, AND WE APPRECIATE ALL YOU DID FOR US ALL THOSE GOOD YEARS.

AND SO IT GOES AND SO IT GOES .....

SEE YOU AT FOSTERS!
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This Month at The Bistro

SATURDAY, MAY 3 — LIFESIDE — CHRISTIAN MUSIC

FRIDAY, MAY 9 — BRANDON MCGUINESS — ACOUSTIC ORIGINALS
SATURDAY, MAY 10 — FAITH PILOTS — CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN
SATURDAY, MAY 17 — VELOCITY — ALTERNATIVE ROCK

FRIDAY, MAY 23 — DES IMONDE — ALL-GIRL ALTERNATIVE FROM JCHS
SATURDAY, MAY 24 — OPEN MIKE NIGHT

ALL ENTERTAINMENT BEGINS AT 7 PM.

YV V V VYV V V

Also Sponsored By

Friends of Historic The Fire House Gallery

Downtown Louisville

605 Mulberry Street ‘ ’
P.O. Box 587

Louisville, GA 30434 '
Phone: 478.625.0387

Fax: 478.625.0387
E-mail: info@ourlouisville.com

www.GalleryAfire.com

KNOW PEOPLE WHO'D LIKE TO
RECEIVE THE DOWNTOWNER? JUST
SEND THEIR EMAIL ADDRESSES TO

OURLOUISVILLE@AOL.COM!

(WHO IS THIS UGLY CHARACTER AND WHAT IS HE DOING HERE ANYWAY?)



