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Lee Little Romer - An Appreciation

Louisville Loses an Adventurer Who Never Lost Heart

THROUGH KINDNESS OF MUTUAL FRIENDS AND SOME GOOD LUCK, | HAD AN
OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO KNOW LEE LITTLE ROMER DURING THE LAST MONTHS OF
HER LONG AND WONDERFUL LIFE. BY THE TIME WE MET SHE UNABLE TO STRAY FAR
FROM HER BED AND EASY CHAIR AND OXYGEN CONDENSER, BUT STILL WHAT A LIVELY
IMPRESSION SHE MADE!

LEE AND KINSLEY ROMER AT SLOPPY JOE’S BAR IN HAVANA, JANUARY 1936

THOUGH BORN IN LOUISVILLE AND A LONG TIME DOWNTOWN RESIDENT — LOUISVILLE’S
OLDEST LIVING NATIVE, SHE LIKED TO CLAIM —LEE LITTLE ROMER, WAS AT HEART AN
ADVENTURER, A TRAVELER, AND A COSMOPOLITE.

WHAT BETTER WAY TO DISCOVER THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF DEPRESSION-ERA NEW
YORK CITY THAN THROUGH LEE LITTLE ROMER’S VIVID STORIES OF HER MOVE THERE
AFTER GRADUATION FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA? AFTER TALKING HER
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PARENTS INTO ALLOWING THIS ADVENTURE — AND | HAVE OFTEN THOUGHT I'D LIKE TO
HAVE HEARD THAT CONVERSATION! — AND CONVINCING HER FATHER TO SPRING FOR
TRAIN FARE, LEE LITTLE ROMER PROMPTLY BOUGHT A LESS EXPENSIVE BUS TICKET
AND TOOK OFF FOR THE BIG CITY WITH A GIRLFRIEND WHO WAS BOUND FOR
PHILADELPHIA, THE TWO OF THEM RIDING SHOTGUN THE WHOLE WAY UP FRONT BY
THE DRIVER. WAS SHE AFRAID? CERTAINLY NOT! WAS SHE TIRED WHEN THE BUS
FINALLY WHEELED INTO MANHATTAN? EXHAUSTED! WHAT WAS HER BIGGEST WORRY
ON THE LONG TRIP TO THAT FOREIGN WORLD? THAT SHE WOULD LOSE HER NEW HIGH
HEELS ALONG THE WAY.

INTREPID IN THE CANYONS OF NEW YORK AS EVERYWHERE, LEE LITTLE ROMER
SHARED A GREENWICH VILLAGE APARTMENT WITH TWO OLDER WORKING GIRLS AND
POUNDED THE PAVEMENT LOOKING FOR WORK IN THE DEPRESSION-STYMIED
ECONOMY. SHE WAITED TABLES AND THEN FOUND OFFICE WORK. AND THEN SHE MET
KINSLEY ROMER.

A DEBONAIR ACCOUNTANT 18 YEARS HER SENIOR, KINSLEY ROMER FIRST SAW HER
WHEN HE CAME TO PLAY BRIDGE WITH HER ROOMMATES. LATER HE WOULD TELL HER
HE FELL IN LOVE WITH HER THE MOMENT HE SAW HER, AND THAT IS NOT HARD TO
IMAGINE. AFTER A WHIRLWIND ROMANCE AND A WEDDING AT THE LOUISVILLE ARP
CHURCH, THE ROMERS HONEYMOONED IN EXOTIC HAVANA, CUBA, ENJOYING THAT
CITY’'S NOTORIOUS PRE-REVOLUTION NIGHT LIFE. KINSLEY ROMER TOO ENJOYED
TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE, AS HIS YOUNG WIFE DISCOVERED WHEN HE ANNOUNCED TO
HER AMAZEMENT THAT, THOUGH A WWI VETERAN AND BEYOND THE REACH OF THE
DRAFT, HE WOULD ENLIST TO SERVE IN WWII, LEAVING HER TO RESETTLE WITH AN
INFANT BACK IN LOUISVILLE.

THOUGH THE COUPLE LIVED OUT THEIR MARRIED LIFE AND RAISED THEIR
REMARKABLE FAMILY THERE — FIRST ON WALNUT STREET AND THEN IN THE UNIQUE
HOUSE ON EAST SEVENTH, THEY FOUND OPPORTUNITIES TO TRAVEL TOGETHER WHEN
THEY COULD, AND ALWAYS REMAINED CITIZENS OF THE WORLD.

HERE IS THE FIRST STORY LEE LITTLE ROMER TOLD ME ABOUT HER TRAVELS, AND IT
WILL ALWAYS BE MY FAVORITE. AS A GIRL OF ELEVEN OR TWELVE, CELEBRATING THE
COMPLETION OF U.S. 1 THROUGH THE JEFFERSON COUNTY, SHE ASKED HER MOTHER’S
PERMISSION TO ROLLER-SKATE TO WADLEY. PERMISSION WAS DENIED. HOW DID LEE
LITTLE ROMER RESPOND? SHE ROLLER-SKATED TO WRENS INSTEAD!
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WHEN LEE LITTLE ROMER BEFRIENDED ME, SHE WAS SICK AND VERY OLD AND
CONFINED TO A NURSING HOME — SHE WAS SOMEONE CLOSE TO HER OWN DEATH.
STILL SHE WELCOMED A STRANGER WITH WARMTH AND GRACE, SHARING THE MOST
VALUABLE THING SHE HAD - THAT ANY OF US EVER HAVE - HER STORIES, WITH
GENEROSITY AS EXPANSIVE AS THE GREAT WIDE WORLD SHE LIVED IN.

HELEN AIKMAN

This Month

At The Pal...

» MARCH 31 — APRIL 2 — NORBIT

» APRIL 6 — 10 - AMAZING GRACE

THE REST OF THE PAL’'S OFFERINGS FOR APRIL WERE NOT AVAILABLE WHEN
THIS ISSUE OF THE DOWNTOWNER WENT TO PRINT. FOR UP-TO-DATE
INFORMATION, CALL THE PAL AT 478.625.9998 OR VISIT FRIENDS ONLINE AT
WWW.OURLOUISVILLE.COM.

SHOW TIMES - FRIDAY, SATURDAY, MONDAY, AND TUESDAY AT 7 P.M.

. .. and The Bistro

» SATURDAY, MARCH 31 — PETE LOVE, SEAN FOY, AND FRIENDS

» FRIDAY, APRIL 6 — PRIME RIB DINNER

» SATURDAY, APRIL 7 — FRED TAYLOR COUNTRY CLASSICS AND KARAOKE WITH
LASAGNA AND ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI

» SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 — DANIELLE LAVENDER, 7 PM

LUNCH TUESDAY - SATURDAY, 11 AM - 3 PM
BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE ON WEEKENDS


http://www.ourlouisville.com/
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The Downtowner’s Image of the Month
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The Market House Takes a Hit, but Stands Strong
LAST OCTOBER THE GEORGIA GHOST SOCIETY REPORTED PARANORMAL
ACTIVITY IN THE VICINITY OF LOUISVILLE’S HISTORIC MARKET HOUSE. THIS
MARCH, THERE WAS ANOTHER CLOSE ENCOUNTER DOWNTOWN, THIS TIME OF
THE VERY TERRESTRIAL (IF MOMENTARILY AIRBORNE) KIND. ON SUNDAY
EVENING, MARCH 25™ A VEHICLE CAREENING SOUTH ON MULBERRY STREET
RAN THE STOP SIGN AT BROAD STREET AND STRUCK THE TIERED RETAINING
WALL OF THE MARKET HOUSE, ROARING UNDER THE STRUCTURE AND OUT THE
OTHER SIDE, BEFORE PLOWING INTO THE COMCAST BUILDING.
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DRIVEN BY A LOUISVILLE RESIDENT WHO APPARENTLY EXPERIENCED A
MEDICAL CRISIS WHILE DRIVING DOWN MULBERRY STREET, THE WAYWARD
MISSILE OF AN AUTOMOBILE DID LESS DAMAGE THAN IT MIGHT HAVE,
ESSENTIALLY THREADING A NEEDLE BETWEEN THE MARKET HOUSE’S ANCIENT
TIMBER PILLARS. TWO OF THESE WILL REQUIRE REPAIRS. THE CITY HAS
ALREADY CONTACTED A CONTRACTOR WITH SUBSTANTIAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION CREDENTIALS TO ASSESS THE DAMAGE TO LOUISVILLE'S
SIGNATURE HISTORIC STRUCTURE, WHICH, AS IT HAPPENS, ALSO SERVES AS
THE LOGO FOR FRIENDS OF HISTORIC DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE AND THIS

HUMBLE PUBLICATION!
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NEWS FROM

THE FIRE HOUSE &

GALLERY
Thomas Crowther Making His Marks

PROCESS AND TIME — PAINTINGS BY THOMAS MICHAEL CROWTHER
MARCH 28 THROUGH APRIL 15
OPENING RECEPTION, SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 7-9 PM

PROCESS AND TIME - PAINTINGS BY THOMAS
MICHAEL CROWTHER

MARCH 28 THROUGH APRIL 15

OPENING RECEPTION, SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 7-9
PM

THOMAS MICHAEL CROWTHER WAS BORN IN
NORTHWEST ENGLAND AND SPENT HIS EARLY
YEARS IN NORTH WALES BEFORE EMIGRATING TO
THE UNITED STATES WITH HIS FAMILY AT
THIRTEEN. THEY SETTLED IN AUGUSTA, GEORGIA,
WHERE MR. CROWTHER GRADUATED FROM HIGH
SCHOOL, STUDIED LOCALLY, AND EARNED A
BACHELOR'S DEGREE AT AUGUSTA STATE
| UNIVERSITY (ASU) IN 2002. HE WENT ON TO
. RADFORD UNIVERSITY IN RADFORD, VIRGINIA FOR
AN MFA AND WAS INVITED BACK BY HIS ALMA
MATER TO TAKE AN ADJUNCT PROFESSORSHIP AT ASU, WHERE HE'S CURRENTLY
TEACHING PAINTING, DRAWING AND HUMANITIES.

“IT WAS NICE TO COME BACK TO AUGUSTA STATE AND TEACH WITH FACULTY THAT I'M
SO FAMILIAR WITH,” MR. CROWTHER SAID. “AUGUSTA HAS A REALLY GOOD ART
COMMUNITY; AND PEOPLE REALLY SUPPORT EACH OTHER AND GO OUT TO SHOWS.
IT'S ESPECIALLY NICE NOW WORKING WITH THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY WHERE WE'VE

£NILiRN
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HAD A FEW STUDENT AND FACULTY EXHIBITS. | DEFINITELY OWE THE SCHOOL A LOT
FOR BRINGING ME DOWN HERE AGAIN AND BELIEVING IN ME.”

MR. CROWTHER ADDED THAT PART OF WHAT MAKES THE RETURN TO ASU SPECIAL IS
THAT “l WAS A STUDENT THERE SO I'M VERY CLOSE TO ALL OF THE FACULTY — PEOPLE
LIKE TOM NAKASHIMA, PHILIP MORSBERGER, AND JANICE WILLIAMS. | OWE A LOT TO
JANICE BECAUSE SHE HELPED TO SET ME UP WITH A PLACE TO PAINT; AND NOW I'M
SPREADING LIKE KUDzZU!”

HAVING A CHANCE TO FOCUS ON HIS ART IS ANOTHER PART OF THE APPEAL. “IT'S NICE
TO HAVE A PLACE TO PAINT AND MAKE ART AGAIN. IT'S AMAZING HOW WHEN YOU GET
OUT OF IT YOU ADAPT TO JUST DOING YOUR WORK AND GOING ABOUT YOUR LIFE.”

THE PIECES IN THIS SHOW, “PROCESS AND TIME — PAINTINGS BY THOMAS MICHAEL
CROWTHER,” DEPICT “TWO ASPECTS OF TIME: PROCESS — THE TIME DURING WHICH A
PAINTING TRAVELS FROM BARE CANVAS TO BEING HUNG ON A GALLERY WALL, AND
CHRONOLOGICAL TIME - LAYERED NOSTALGIC SYMBOLS THAT REPRESENT A
JOURNEY.” THUS PERSPECTIVE LINES AND SKETCH MARKINGS ARE VISIBLE THROUGH
THE FINISHED SURFACES OF THE ART. “l LAYER IMAGES THAT NOT ONLY RELATE TO
MY PASSAGE OF TIME,” MR. CROWTHER SAYS, “BUT ALSO RELATE TO OTHER PEOPLE'S
LIVES.”

POOL NO. 1, BY THOMAS CROWTHER
“I GET AFFECTED A LOT BY MOVING AROUND — WHETHER IT BE FROM ENGLAND OR DC,

TO THE MOUNTAINS OF VIRGINIA OR TO AUGUSTA; AND | USE A LOT OF IMAGERY THAT
RELATES TO MY SURROUNDINGS. THERE ARE A FEW PIECES I'VE DONE THAT HAVE
THOSE HUGE IRRIGATION SYSTEMS THAT YOU SEE IN FIELDS AND I'VE INCORPORATED
A FEW OF THOSE IN MY PIECES - GOING FROM SKETCHES OF DC BACK TO RURAL
GEORGIA AGAIN. IT'S TRAVELING THROUGH PLACES AS WELL AS TRAVELING IN TIME.”
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ONE ESPECIALLY NICE WORK IS “3RD AND GROVE,” WHICH MR. CROWTHER TERMED
‘MORE OF AN ARCHITECTURAL IMAGE, WITH A LOT OF MAPLED YELLOW IN IT, OF
BUILDINGS AND RAILROAD TIES. | LIKE THAT PIECE BECAUSE IT WAS REALLY A
TURNING POINT IN MY WORK. BEFORE THAT | WAS DOING MORE TRADITIONAL
PLACEMENT OF FIGURES IN NEUTRAL SETTINGS AND THEN | STARTED TO LOOK AT
LAYERING THE CANVAS IN A COLLAGE TYPE OF WAY.”

‘I LIKE STRONG VIVID COLORS,” MR. CROWTHER CONTINUED. “lIF YOU'VE SEEN THE
FLYER FOR THE SHOW, YOU'LL RECOGNIZE IT AS A DETAIL FROM ONE OF MY
PAINTINGS. THE REASON | CHOSE THAT IS | LIKE TO SEE PAINT FOR PAINT'S SAKE —
PAINT REPRESENTING IMAGES, TEXTURE, AND THICKNESS, EVEN IF IT'S JUST THICK
PAINT NEXT TO THIN PAINT. | LIKE TO SEE THE PROCESS; IT'S WHY | USE TOOLS LIKE
PALETTE KNIVES AND DRYWALL SCRAPERS. WHEN | PAINT A PERSON, FOR EXAMPLE, |
DON'T CARE IF | GET A STRONG RESEMBLANCE: I'M MORE INTERESTED IN BREAKING
DOWN THE FORM INTO BLOCKS OF COLOR. WHEN | GO TO A GALLERY THAT'S WHAT |
NOTICE RIGHT AWAY IS COLOR AND TEXTURE. I'M DRAWN TO THE AESTHETICS FIRST.”

MR. CROWTHER’S VIBRANT COLORS AND SHAPES WILL CATCH THE ATTENTION OF
VISITORS TO THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY FROM MARCH 28 THROUGH APRIL 15.

Arts Guild’s Spring Exhibit Marks Two Years for
Gallery

APRIL 18 — 29, 2007

ARTISTS RECEPTION, FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 7-9PM

IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS MONTH, ART LOVERS AND PRACTITIONERS FROM ACROSS THE
COUNTY AND BEYOND WILL CONVENE IN LOUISVILLE FOR THE ARTS GUILD OF
JEFFERSON COUNTY'S LARGEST ANNUAL EVENT: THE SPRING ARTS EXHIBIT. ART
ENTHUSIASTS ALSO MAY NOTE THE TWO YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING OF THE
FIRE HOUSE GALLERY, NOW TWO-DOZEN EXHIBITS INTO ITS TENURE IN TOWN.

TIMED TO OPEN ITS DOORS FOR THE 2005 ARTS GUILD SPRING EXHIBIT, THE GALLERY
ENJOYS ITS HIGHEST NUMBER OF VISITORS DURING THIS LOCAL EVENT AND IS HOST
TO A SURPRISING AND IMPRESSIVE VARIETY OF ART IN VARIOUS MEDIA — FROM
PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS TO CERAMICS AND SCULPTURE.

ITS AN EXCITING TIME FOR DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE AND A CHANCE TO RECOGNIZE
PART OF WHAT MAKES THIS COUNTY SO REMARKABLE: THE ACTIVITY AND TALENT OF
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ITS RESIDENTS, AND THE ENCOURAGEMENT AND APPRECIATION OF FRIENDS AND
FAMILY.

THE 2007 SPRING EXHIBIT PROMISES TO BE ANOTHER CROWD-PLEASER, WITH A POST-
EASTER CELEBRATION OF THE SEASON AND THE CREATIVITY OF GUILD MEMBERS.

Esteemed Georgia Printmaker Visits Gallery in May

JACKSON CHEATHAM IS AN ACCOMPLISHED INSTRUCTOR IN STUDIO FOUNDATIONS
AND PRINTMAKING AT THE LAMAR DODD SCHOOL OF ART AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
GEORGIA (UGA). AN ARTIST WHO FAVORS THE INTERPLAY OF REPRESENTATION AND
ABSTRACTION, MR. CHEATHAM TAKES AN ADVENTUROUS TURN WITH HIS SPARE
GRAPHIC COMPOSITIONS IN A DISPLAY NEXT MONTH AT THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY.
OVER COUNTLESS MORNING WALKS TO CLASS ALONG A STRETCH OF JACKSON
STREET IN ATHENS, MR. CHEATHAM NOTICED SOMETHING CAPTIVATING IN THE MOST
UNEXPECTED OF PLACES.

HIS LATEST PRINTS CHRONICLE THE ART OF EVERYDAY LIFE: A SERIES OF WONDERFUL
AND STRIKING IMAGES FORMED BY INTERLACED LINES OF TAR ALONG THE PAVEMENT
HE SO REGULARLY TRAVELED.

CAPTURED WITH AN ARTIST'S EYE FOR COMPOSITION, THESE MARKS FORM NEARLY
ICONIC SHAPES (SUCH AS THE FORWARD-LEANING “RUNNING MAN” OR ANOTHER
IMAGE RESEMBLING THE ANKH SYMBOL OF ETERNAL LIFE). PRINTING ON HANDMADE
PAPER LENDS RICHNESS AND DEPTH TO THESE PRINTS AND SUBTLETY TO THE HUES.
THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY IS DELIGHTED TO CONTINUE FORGING STRONG AND
LASTING TIES WITH FACULTY MEMBERS AT UGA; AND LOUISVILLE WILL DOUBTLESS
ENJOY THE PLAYFUL GRAVITY OF MR. CHEATHAM'S “JACKSON STREET CHRONICLES.”

It’s Smart To Do Art!
Little Ones Exhibit Artwork in Louisville Academy’s Own

Gallery
ON MARCH 2"°, THE DOORS TO THE KINDERGARTEN HALL OF LOUISVILLE

ACADEMY WERE OPENED AND VISITORS WERE ALLOWED TO TOUR LOUISVILLE
ACADEMY’S FIRST ART GALLERY. ALMOST ONE HUNDRED PIECES OF ART BY
PRE-KINDERGARTEN AND KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS HUNG ON THE WALLS.

THE IDEA FOR THE ART GALLERY WAS THAT OF PRE-K TEACHERS KARI
WILCHER, MARY ENGLISH, AND ALICIA HARMON. “lT WAS A FUN WAY TO
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INCORPORATE THE STATE CURRICULUM INTO THE CLASSROOM,” SAID HEAD
TEACHER DONNA BORDERS, “BOTH THE TEACHERS AND THE STUDENTS WERE
VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE PROJECT.”

»\ : I
THE PURPOSE OF THIS GALLERY WAS TO INTRODUCE THE KIDS TO WELL
KNOWN ARTWORK. AFTER STUDYING FAMOUS PAINTINGS BY ARTISTS SUCH AS
JACKSON POLLOCK, PABLO PICASSO, AND VINCENT VAN GOGH, THE TEACHERS
HAD THEM PAINT THEIR OWN VERSION. EACH CHILD EXHIBITED THREE TO FOUR
PIECES OF ART. “ALL OF THE TEACHERS HELPED WITH MATTING AND HANGING
THE WORK,” SAID BORDERS, “THE WHOLE SCHOOL WAS INVOLVED - IT WAS A
LOT OF WORK!” BUT THE RESULT WAS ASTOUNDING. LOUISVILLE ACADEMY HAS
ITS FAIR SHARE OF BUDDING PICASSOS.
THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY AND LOUISVILLE
ACADEMY HAS BROUGHT HUNDREDS OF KIDS TO DOWNTOWN LOUISVILLE TO
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VIEW ARTWORK BY SOUTHERN AND RURAL ARTISTS. THE PRE-KINDERGARTEN
AND KINDERGARTEN CLASSES HAVE YET TO EXPERIENCE THIS. BUT THE
PROCESS OF CREATING THEIR OWN ART GALLERY WILL PREPARE THEM FOR
FUTURE VISITS. THEY WILL COME TO THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY TO VIEW
“PROCESS AND TIME — PAINTINGS BY THOMAS MICHAEL CROWTHER.”

THE ARTISTS' RECEPTION WAS A SUCCESS. INVITATIONS WERE SENT OUT TO
PARENTS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, AND MEMBERS OF THE JEFFERSON COUNTY
ARTS GUILD. ATTENDEES WERE ABLE TO TALK TO SOME OF THE YOUNG
ARTISTS ABOUT THEIR WORK, INCLUDING TOPICS SUCH AS THEIR SUBJECTS
AND COLOR CHOICES. IN TYPICAL GALLERY OPENING FASHION, MILK AND
COOKIES WERE SERVED.

BECAUSE OF THE SUCCESS OF LOUISVILLE ACADEMY'S FIRST ART
INSTALLATION, IT'S POSSIBLE THAT FUTURE STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO
EXHIBIT THEIR WORKS OF ART IN THIS WAY FOR THE COMMUNITY. CURRENTLY
LOUISVILLE ACADEMY PRINCIPAL HULET KITTERMAN AND PARENT STACEY
HUGHES ARE DESIGNING A WAY TO PRESERVE THIS BATCH OF ART FOR
POSTERITY BY CREATING A LARGE QUILT TO HANG IN THE LUNCHROOM.
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Friends of Historic
Downtown Louisville

605 Mulberry Street

P.O. Box 587

Louisville, GA 30434

Phone: 478.625.0387

Fax: 478.625.0387

E-mail: info@ourlouisville.com

Find us on the Web —
www.ourlouisville.com

Also Sponsored By
THE FIRE HOUSE GALLERY
—

www.GalleryAfire.com

Help us grow our circulation by sending us email
addresses of your friends and family!
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